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of the United States. This item was for military 
jurposes; it was to make a road to a United States 
arsenal, and not for the city of Washington. Did 
the avenue belong to the city of Washington? 
Waa it for the convenience of the city of Wash- 
ington? Why, then, these tirades against the city 
of Washington and the District of Columbia? 
Why. it was shown by a statement of their own 
commissioner, that the United States Government 
had not expended the interest of the money do- 


nated to it by this city, which it agreed to expend | 


for these purposes. That might seem to be a bold 
expression on his part, but he had before him the 
documents to prove it. 

He then alluded to $120,000 given by Virginia, 
and the $75,000 given by Maryland, to the public 
treasury, When the District of Columbia was ceded 


to this Government, and he asked, what had this | 


Government ever paid for the cession of territory 
here, and for the lots which it had at its disposal ? 
Why, their own officer had shown them that they 
owed to this city nearly half a million of dollars, 
and yet gentleman talked of the wonderful things 


done by this Government for the city of Wash- | 


ington. They repaired these roads, then, for their 
own convenience, and because the city of Wash- 
ington had nothing to do with them. 

He also spoke of the canal, to which allusion 
had been made, which he said was the work of 


the United States; and of the expenditures for | 
lighting the streets, and said, if this Government | 


would pay taxes on its own property, the city 
would ask it for nothing else. 

Mr. TOOMBS replied, that so far from not hav- 
ing any power to legislate for internal improve- 


ments within this District, Congress possessed ex- | 


clusive power of legislation over it; and, as to the 
great amounts which Congress had appropriated 


for this city, if the city possessed the power of | 


taxing Government property within its limits, it 
would amount to over $50,000 a year. All the ap- 


propriations of Congress for the District would | 
not equal it. The people of the city had made | 
almost all the streets of the city out of their own | 
funds; the people of no city in the Union paid so | 


heavy a corporation tax; it amounted to nearly 
one per cent. There was a debt due from the Gov- 
ernment to the city which would require much 
larger appropriations than had ever yet been made. 
Government had sold lotsin this city to the amount 


of $800,000. Did gentlemen wish this Government || 


to speculate and make money out of the poor peo- 
ple of Washington? 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, wanted to know, | 


if the seat of Government should be removed, what 
all these city lots would be worth? 


Mr. TOOMBS replied, that if the Government | 


should in that case return to the people of this city 
all the money it had made out of its location here, 


they would be worth a greatdeal. It was the duty | 


of the House to make these appropriations now 
asked, and a great deal more besides; and, when 
he went home, he should tell his constituents 
80. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Indiana, said he had 
lately looked at the contract made between this 
Government and those who ceded the land on 
which the city stood, and had examined the con- 
ditions on which the cession had been made, and 
he was fully satisfied that no body of people in 
any of the States of this Union could be found who 


had been treated by their own Legislatures as the | 
people of this District had been treated by the | 


Congress of these United States. Some gentlemen 
seemed to regard them as wholly out of the pale 
of this Government, because they had been de- 
prived of the power to vote for members of Con- 
gress. Not an appropriation could be proposed 
which tended in the slightest degree to their bene- 
fit, but what it was instanily and strenously op- 
posed, either on the ground of unconstitutionality 
orinexpediency. He heard now, for the first time, 
that this Government had no power to improve the 
streets and avenues on its own property. Truly, 
this was an age of discovery. Government had 


no power to legislate for the improvement of the 
Streets in thia city, when that was one of the stip- 


60 


ulations on which the Government received the 
cession of the ground on which it stood. 

Had the city taxed the lots held here by the 
Government, and put them up to sale, what a 
clamor would gentlemen raise about a municipal 
authority undertaking to sell Government property ! 
Yet they contended, that while the lots belonged 
to the Government, the people should be at the 
whole cost of making streets, without which those 
lots would be of little value. The city had no au- 

| thority to tax these lots, and if it should attempt 
to do so, these very gentlemen would raise the 
loudest complaint. 

Mr. JOHNSON said, that if the gentleman 
would refer to the acts of the city corporation, he 
would find that it did tax real estate very heavily 
every year. ’ j 

| Mr. THOMPSON. Yes, but not public prop- 

|) erty. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I did not say public property. 

_Mr. THOMPSON. But that is the whole ques- 

tion? 

Mr.SAWYER said he desired only to see justice 
done; and he should not have said a word but for 
the remarks of the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. 
| Tuompson.] In Mr. 8.’s State, and in that gen- 
| tleman’s State, the Government sold large amounts 
| of the soil of the State; but did those States on 

that account demand vast donations of the public 
| money for works of internal improvement? Not 

atall. And when Government did grantany land 
| for such works, it doubled the price of every alter- 
nate section. The gentleman said Government had 
| not spent here the proceeds of the sales of the pub- 
lic lots: but had Government ever spent in the 

West the proceeds of the sales of the public lands? 
The CHAIR called Mr. S. to order for irrele- 

vancy. 

Mr. MULLIN said he had paid some attention 
to the appropriations made at different times by 
Congress for the benefit of this District, and he 
raised his protest against the whole system. The 
first appropriation he found had been made in the 
spring of 1828, when the city was comparatively 
in its infancy. Since then, the appropriations had 
| gone on increasing, till, unless the practice should 
| be put a stop to, the whole treasury would be in- 
sufficient to furnish money for this city and this 
District. Congress had built them two bridges, 
and made them free of toll. They had appropri- 


up to $150,000 for bridges; then $60,000 for an- 
other bridge at Georgetown; then $150,000 for a 
city canal; then they had assumed the canal debt 
| of the three cities of the District, and took canal 

stock in security. Then they had furnished fire- 
|| engines, and built engine-houses; and he supposed 
|| Congress would be called on before long to do 
| everything else that the imagination of man could 
| conceive to benefit these people, until there would 
| not be money enough in the treasury to meet the 
| appropriations. It was taking public money for 
private use. It was said Government got the ben- 
| efit of these improvements. Why, so did Govern- 
| 
| 


ment derive benefit from the improvement and sale 
| of the public Jands. Why should the power of 
taxation be allowed in this District when it was 
denied to the Statés? Mr. M. protested utterly 





| against any appropriation whatever for improve- 
| ments in this District. Congress had granted from 
| five hundred thousand to eight hundred thousand 


| 
|| the people here, besides a million and more of debt 
| assumed on their account, on which the interest 
|| had to be paid. He was opposed to going any 
| further. 
| Mr.ROMAN replied. The gentleman had talked 
about Government appropriations to the canal, and 
| its assumption of the canaldebt. He ‘* coulda tale 
| unfold”? on that subject which would show up the 
| 


conduct of this Government ina very different light. | 


|| It was originally proposed to dig a canal of thirty 

feet wide and four feet deep, which the people would 
| have been able to complete. But the Government 
|| had come in and said, Do not stint your plan to 
such a pitiful ditch as that; we shall want to use 
' the canal to bring down iron to our foundries and 





ated $20,000, and then $130,000, and then ran it | 


dollars, wholly apart from the public property, to _ 


stone for public buildings and other Government 
purposes. Make your canal sixty feet wide and 
3ix feet deep, and we will help you. Virginia and 
Maryland and the cities of the District had acqui- 
esced in the proposal; but after they had been drawn 
into this magnificent plan, and had commenced their 
canal on this extended seale, the Government con- 
cluded it would not be a good speculation, and re- 
fused to go any further; but Virginia, Maryland, 
and the District, had been drawn in too deeply to 
recede, and they had to go on with the work. But 
for the bad faith of this Government, Maryland 
would not have had a dollar of her public burdens, 
and would have known nothing of her late embar- 
rassments. Was there any great liberality mm as- 
suming a debt which Government had itself caused ? 
This was the honorable course of the Government 
in the matter of this canal, about which so much 
was boasted. As acitizen and a Representative 
from Maryland, Mr. R. could not sit quietly and 
hear such gross misstatements without contradict- 
ine them. 

The motion to strike out was lost, only 39 votes 
being given in the affirmative. Tellers, however, 
were demanded, when the vote stood ayes 47, 
noes 80. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL proposed an amend- 
ment that the Secretary of War be directed to fur- 
nish from the Bureau of Topographical Engineers 
the estimates for a plan to supply the city with 
water for the extinguishing of fires, &c. It was 
ruled out of order. 

Mr. INGERSOLL took an appeal. 

Mr. GENTRY said that various attempts had 
been made heretofore to effect this object by reso- 
lution; he thought the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania deserved great credit for now attempting to 
get at it by law. 

The CHAIR was sustained, and the amendment 
ruled out. 

The following item having been read: ‘ For 


| grading and gravelling Indiana avenue, and for the 


construction of a culvert under it, $13,500""— 

Mr. SAWYER moved to strike it out. He 
said he could not sit quietly by and see such a 
course of legislation going on without any attempt 
to arrest it. Gentlemen complained that Govern- 
ment was unjust in refusing to appropriate still 
more for this District because they owned many 
lots here. He lived where Government owned 
almost all the soil; the people lived there in woods 
and swamps, without roads, without schools, and 
destitute of many other conveniences of life; but 
it gave them nothing; and when it pretended to 
make them a donation of land, it took care to 
double the price of its own lots. The people there 
had to make their own roads; but here Govern- 
ment must make the streets and avenues, and when 
that was done, it must water them too, lest the 
throats of members of Congress should be choked 
with dust, so that they could not make long speechies 
for more appropriations. This watering of the 
streets was an appropriation for next year, for 
there would be no opportunity of expending it till 
then. He entered his protest, like the gentleman 
over the way, against the entire system. If he 
were a resident of the District, he would spurn the 
idea of receiving the Government money like a 
pauper. They did not do anything for the im- 


| provement of their own streets. One gentleman 


said they had no right to do anything; another, 
on the same side of the question, said they had 
done a great deal. How did these arguments 
stand together? He should vote to strike out each 
of these city appropriations, and, as he supposed 
the motion would not prevail, he should take the 
responsibility of voting against the whole bill on 
the ground of its containing appropriations of this 
character. There was not in the whole bill a 
single item for the great West; all were for the 
Atlantic border and the southern depéts. When 
they did bring in a bill for the improvement of the 
great western rivers, they took care to put into it 
some obnoxious features, such as they knew the 
President and the South would never agree to; and 
in the appropriation bills, not a dollar was provided 
for anybody or anything west of the mountains, 
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Aa he lived, if he was President of the United 
States, he would veto this bill, and teach them not 
to put such items into it as these. 

Mr. VINTON explained the necessity of open- 
ing and grading this ave nue, as a great thorough- 
fare from the City Hall, Post Office, and Patent 
Office, to the Capitol 

Mr. V. then went into some ceneral remarks on 
the opposition which had been m ide to the appro- 
priations fou the District. In conte mplation of law 
and of the Constitution, this entire District was 
nothing but a seat of Government, and when it 
was provided that such a District should be set 
apart as the seat of the General Government, no 
other idea had ever been entertained but that large 
Appropriations would be requisite for it as such, 
The expenditures thus far had been much less than 


the receipts of the Government. As the city in- 


size, they must of course increase in 
It had 


been said that other cities would willingly pay a 


crease d in 
amount. ‘his was the case in every city. 
lurge bonus for the privilege of having the seat of 
within their limits. He 
trusted the seat of Government would never come 
into his State. Ohio could not afford to give the 
city of Cincinnati to this Government. The Gov- 
ernment, if it removed, would never be located in 
a State, [It must be placed ina wild place, in some 


Ciovernment remove d 


unocenpied spot, where the public buildings requi- 
But, for one, he did not 
choose to see the Government go away from this 
spot, Where such large amounts had been expend- 
ed in providing for it the requisite accommoda- 
tons. 

Mr. A. JOIINSON renewed his objections to 
appropriations of this character. Where did Con- 
gress get the power, unless it was either expressly 
rranted or Was necessary and proper to carry outa 
granted power? Was this necessary? Could not 
the functions of Government go on without this 
road to the railroad depot? The gentleman from 
Ohio seemed to think this Government was a sort 
of Aaron’s rod, and that, if it went to Cincinnati, 
that city would be totally swallowed up by it. Not 
atall, It might be placed in the vicinity, and the 
eity would be greatly benefited. Give the people 


site might be erected. 


| trict feel the fostering hand of Government in a 


them to all the whims and caprices of Congress, and | 


| hundred fold. 


| ever had received. 


of Cincinnati the offer, and nineteen-twentieths of || 


them would say yes, and agree to pay a handsome 
bonus. They would not ask Congress to make 
their streets for them, but would agree to put up 
all necessary buildings. Instead of swallowing up 
the city, it would benefit and enlarge it. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Indiana, said he should 
he very happy to accommodate the gentleman 
from ‘Tennessee [Mr. Jounson] by discussing the 
constitutional power of Congress to appropriate 
for the District of Columbia, but there was not 
time now to enter into so abstruse an argument. 
It was certainly the first time in his life that he 
(Mr. T.) had ever heard a question raised as to 
the power of the General Government over the 
subject of internal improvement in the Territories. 
No man had ever objected to it before. The Presi- 
dent never thought of such a thing. The honor- 
able gentleman had gone a bow-shot beyond all 
his Democratic friends in the exalted purity of his 
consututional views. 

Mr. JOHNSON said the gentleman laid great 
stress on the clause which declared that Congress 
should possess exclusive power of legislation over 
the District of Columbia. He would ask the gen- 
tleman one question: Could Congress make an 
establishment of religion in this District? 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON. No, nor anywhere else; 
buat the question convineed Mr. T. that the gentle- 
man had never read the Constitution in regard to 
this subject of internal improvements. It had been 


opposed in the ‘Territories on the ground of expe-" 


diency alone. 

But it seemed to him that the gentleman from 
Tennessee was not intending so much to make a 
constituuonal argument against the power of Con- 
gress, as i setung up for bids for the removal 
of the seat of Government; he thoucht there were 
many places where the people would like to have 
it, and would give a great bonus to get it. Now, 
Mr. T. wanted it no nearer to him than it was 
at present. Heaven knew that it was quite near 
enough now. The people of his State wanted to 
have it no nearer; they did not desire to see it 
in the Mississippi valley. No. Let it remain 
where it was, and let these costly buildings con- 
tinue to be occupied in providing for its accom- 
modation; and let the people of this city and Dis- 


much larger degree than heretofore. 


The people in the West were not like the poor 


citizens of the District of Columbia; they had legis- 
latures of their own, over whom they exercised 
control, and who must do their bidding, but here 
the people were completely disfranchised, and 
Congress was their only protector. To subject 


then to abuse and denounce them and continually 
threaten them, was unfair, unmanly, hard, and 
unjust, 
The question being on Mr. Sawyer’s motion to 
strike out, it was rejected without a count. ' 
The next item having been read: ** For paving 


avenue to 15th street, $4,000°°— 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved to strike it 
out. He said reference had been made to an origi- 
nal contract between the Government and the for- 
mer proprietors of the ground on which this city 
stood: he had heard that contract often spoken of, 
but he had never yet seen it. 


Government had selected this as a fit site for the | 


seat of the General Government; a proposition had 
then been made to the owners of the ground to 


locate the city on their land, and it was agreed that | 


they and the Government should hold alternate 
lots. 
gainer by such an arrangement? The land was 
then worth probably some three dollars an acre— 
certainly not over five. This raised its value an 


public property. 


county property being taxed? Mr. J. then again 
referred to the amounts appropriated and assumed 
for the District. 

His motion was negatived, 


Mr. HUDSON read from a report made by the | 
Commissioner of Public Buildings, stating what 
the Government owed the city on account of the | 


sale of public lots. 


Mr. FICKLIN inguired by whom that report | 


| was made? 


Mr. HUDSON said, by the Commissioner of 


| Public Buildings—a high Democratic authority. 


Mr. FICKLIN said, the man who made it should 


| have been dismissed from office the nextday. That 


| which did not belong to him to decide. 


officer had undertaken to decide a legal question 
This was 


| not a question between the present citizens of 


| Washington and the Government, but between the | 


| Government and the original proprietors of the 


| vround. 


It was the proprietors who had agreed 


| with the Government for every alternate lot; and 
| had they not been greatly benefited by the bargain? 


| ernment as indebted to the city for the amount of | 


| sales of public lots. This ground no more be: | 


| ment.] 


It was the merest humbug to represent the Gov- 


longed to the citizens of Washington than to the 
citizens of London. He would not call such rea- 
soning nonsense, because he felt too much respect 
for those who used it; but, in their zeal to build up 
and adorn this city, they had quite lost sight of the 
principles of the Constitution. The citizens here 


Now, which of the parties had been the | 


And he insisted that Government | 
had spent on streets, bridges, and other local im- 
| provements on this spot now much more than it | 
Mr. J. would be quite willing | 
to relinquish to the city every lot not in front or | 
| in the immediate vicinity of the public buildings. | 
It had been said, that the city had not taxed the | 
No; and in what State or county | 
did any one ever hear of the State buildings and | 


| coming here; and as he had travelled oy: rma: 
| hard road in Mexico, he wanted to give 


| serting a proviso that the money appropriat, 


| direction of the Mayor and Corporation of Wa 
| ington, by the lowest responsible bidder: 





had never given the Government one cent. If any- | 
thing could be claimed, it was only by the heirs of | 
the original proprietors. 


Mr. TALLMADGE had felt a good deal of sur- 
prise at the course of the honorable gentleman from 
Illinois. Any one that observed his smooth and 
sleek appearance and his rotundity of figure, might 
tell at a glance that he was a member of the Com- 
mittee for the District, [a Jaugh;] and was this the 
return the gentleman made? [Increased merri- 
Mr. T. was on that committee himself, 


| and, for one, he meant to stand by the cause of the 
| City. 

| This appropriation was to complete an avenue | 
| that ran immediately before the President’s house. 

| Now, members of Congress were in the habit of 


|| visiting there; Mr. T. himself did, very often; and 


he did not want to risk the breaking of his neck 
whenever he left there at night. 

Mr. FICKLIN inquired whether the gentleman 
hed ever broken his neck there yet? 

Mr. TALLMADGE said not yet; but it had been 





| going to show that the city authorities were 
the remainder of the centre space of Pennsylvania || 


E. 


July 17, 


preserved almost by miracle, not only 
other parts of the city. 


+e there hyiee 
Besides, Old Zack he 
Ya 
him a de. 
cent road by which to reach the White Hy 
[Laughter.] , 
Mr. RUMSEY moved to amend the bil} hy ; 
eae d fo: 
city improvements should be expended under 1), 


> an eno. 


| neer to be furnished by Government to make 4, 


necessary surveys. 

He supported his amendment by some remarks 
a ry és 
proper power to take the superintendence of +) 
| expenditure of this money than the Commissioner 
of the Public Buildings. He did not want to ec. 
the money spent, as it would now be under exjx. 
ing law, by the public gardener and his assistayss 
He was hardly willing they should exhaust th, 
| whole fund in day’s work. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. VINTON moved an amendment to pay 

Walker for work done at Norfolk hos 

Agreed to. ; 

Also, for expenses of the survey of the boundary 


pital, 


| line between the United States and the Britis) 


provinces, $3,310 75. [He had read a letter from 
the Secretary of State showing that amount neces. 
sary to close up the expenses of that line.} Agred 
| to. 

Also, for continuing the publication of the works 
of the Exploring Expedition, including the priv 
ing of charts, pay of scientific corps, care of the 
collections, &c., $30,000. Agreed to. 

Mr. FICKLIN moved that the committee rise, 
Rejected. 

Mr. KAUFMAN moved an amendment repeal. 
ing the law requiring the cession by the States, ; 
advance, of the jurisdiction of the sites of Jight. 
houses, as far as the light-houses at Galveston and 
other parts of Texas are concerned. 

The amendment was ruled out of order. 

Mr. MULLIN moved to add as a proviso to the 
item for superintendents of light-houses, that no 
part of the sum should be paid to any person who 
receives a salary as an officer of the customs, and 
that said services after ——, 1849, should be doe 
by collectors of customs. Agreed to. 

Mr. McLANE moved an amendment for an 
inspector of light-houses in the Chesapeake bay, 
$1,200. Rejected. 

Mr. VENABLE moved that the committee rise. 

Mr. VINTON hoped not. He thought they 
might get through the bill in an hour. 

The motion was agreed to: Ayes 66, noes 58— 
and the committee rose and reported progress. 

Mr. VINTON offered a resolution providing for 
a recess from the time of adjournment to 7 o’clock 
p. m., and, objection being made, moved a suspeu- 
sion of the rules for the purpose. Pending this 
question— 

On motion, the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Monpay, July 17, 1848. 


Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, made an adverse report on the memoria! 
of Agnes Slack. 


The following resolution, introduced by Mr. 
Nites, was taken up and adopted: 

Resolved, That the committee to audit and control the 
contingent expenses of the Senate be instracted to inquirt 
whether the contract to report the proceedings and debal's 
of the Senate has been faithfully executed, and whether t 
same has answered the purpose ; and, if not, to report sou’ 
measure to remedy the evil. 


Mr. DAYTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill for the modification 0! 
the laws regulating fines in the courts of the Uw: 
ted States; which was read a first time. 


Mr. BADGER submitted the following, which 
lies over: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to the Senate any information 
which may be in the possession of the Executive relating? 
the seizure and capture of the American ship Admitiane® 
on the coast of California, by a vessel of war of the United 
States, and whether any and what proceedings bave 0 
curred in regard to said vessel or her cargo, and to furnish the 
Senate with copies of all documents, papers, and commun 
cations in the possession of the Executive relating to We 
same. 


On motion of Mr. CLAYTON, the select com 
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mittee appointed to take charge of the bill for 
aqblishing a Territorial Government in Oregon, 
a had leave to sit during the daily sittings of 
the Senate. 

NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill making appropria- 
sons for the naval service. 

“The question being on the amendment of the 
committee striking out the item of $7,500, for fur- 
pishing the marine hospital at New Orleans— 
“Mr. DOWNS expressed a hope that the amend- 
ment would be rejected, and that the clause would 
ie suffered to remain in the bill. | 

The amendment of the committee was then re- 


ected. 

Mr. BORLAND signified his intention, during 
the progress of the bill, to make some remarks on 
the subject of these hospitals. 

The bill was further amended, on motion of 
Mr. ATHERTON. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, laid on the table | 
anamendment which he proposed to offer, making | 
an appropriation of $50,000 to compensate the 
oficers of certain vessels lost in the service—the | 
Peacock, Missouri, Grampus, Shark, and Somers— 
for clothing, &c., lost when the vessels were de- 
siroyed. 

The amendment was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD desired to propose an 
amendment, appropriating a sum to pay the claim 
of certain persons for exhibiting a process to pre- 
vent the explosion of steam-boilers, but said he | 
would not urge it—a bill on the subject having 
been reported—should objection be made. 

Mr. ATHERTON said he must certainly oppose 
the amendment. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD then withdrew his propo- 
sition. 

Mr. NILES moved to amend the bill by striking | 
out so much of the item relating to the ocean 
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be pleased to vote, and thought ought to be adopted; 
and would, to reach his object, inquire of the 
Speaker if, in the event of the rejection of the re- 
a of the Committee of Conference by the two 
{ouses it would not be in order to have another 
Committee of Conference appointed, when the bill 
could be put in a proper shape, excluding the 
objectionable matter? 
The SPEAKER replied that it could be referred 
to another Commitiee of Conference. 
Mr. COBB said he should vote to reject the re- 
port with that object. 


After further inquiries by Mr. FICKLIN and 
Mr. BOTTS— 


The vote on agreeing to said report was taken 
by yeas and nays: Yeas 149, nays none. So the 
report of the Committtee of Conference was agreed 
to 


Mr. BOTTS moved to reconsider the foregoing 
vote, and also moved to lay the motion to recon- 


sider on the table; which latter motion was agreed 
to. 


The following is the bill as passed: 


AN ACT to amend an act entitled “ An act supplemental to 
an act entitled ‘An act providing for the prosecution of 
the existing war between the United States and the Re- 
public of Mexico,’ ”’ and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United Stutes of America in Congress assembled, That the 
proviso of the first section ef an act approved the eighteenth 
day of June, one thousand eight bundred and forty-six, in 
the following werds: “ That when the war with Mexico | 

| *shall be terminated by a definitive treaty of peace, duly 
*concluded and ratified, the number of major generals in the 
| army shall be reduced to one, and the number of brigadier 

£ generals shall be reduced to two; and the President of the | 
| €United States is authorized and directed to select from the 
‘whole number which may then be in office, without regard 
| (to the date of their commissions, the number to be retained, 
© and cause the remainder to be discharged from the service 
| of the United States,” be, and the same is hereby, repealed: 
Provided, That no vacancy happening in the grade of gen- 
eral officer shall be filled up until the number is reduced to | 
one major general and two brigadier generatis. 

Sec. 2. 4nd be it further enacted, That so mueh of the 
existing law as requires the discharge, at the close of the | 


steamboats as provided for the payment of sums war with Mexico, of one additional major to each of the 


in advance, &c., and moved to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of the bill till to-morrow. 


Mr. ALLEN said, that at a proper time he | 
should give some views in opposition to the whole | 
system. Not that he expected that his remarks | 
would be so successful as to arrest the bill, but he | 


wished the country to be informed on the subject. 
The further consideration of the bill was then 
postponed until to-morrow. 


Mr. DOWNS called up his resolution, making 
Senate bills the business of the Senate on Fridays 
and Saturdays; but, 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, the resolution was 
laid on the table, and the Senate proceeded to the 
consideration of Executive business. At a late 
hour, the doors were reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, July 18, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. BOTTS, from the Committee of Conference | 


on the part of the House on the bill amendatory to 
the act providing for the prosecution of the existing 
war between the United States and the Republic 
of Mexico, and for other purposes, made a report, 


recommending that the Senate recede from its first | 
two amendments to the bill, and that the House | 


recede from its amendment as the third section of 
the bill; and that the two Houses agree to the bill 


which was presented with the above report of the | 


committee. 


The previous question being moved and sec- 
onded, the main question was ordered to be now 
put, viz: Will the House agree to the report of the 
Committee of Conference ? 

Mr. BROWN, of Virginia, inquired of the 
Speaker if the question could be divided so as to 
take a separate vote on each of the sections? 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative. 

Mr. BROWN said he might be forced to vote 
for the bill rather than lose the last section thereof. 
He was decidedly opposed to all but the first and 
last sections of the bill. 

Mr. COBB of Georgia inquired of the Speaker 


whether or not the report was susceptible of divis- | 


ton? 
The SPEAKER replied it was not. 


Mr. COBB regretted that such was the case, as 
there were provisions of the bill for which he would 


regiments of dragoons, artillery, infantry, and riflemen, in the 
army of the United States, who were appointed or promoted 
under the third section of the act passed on the eleventh day 
of February, one thousand eight hundred and forty seven, 
entitled * An act to raise, for a limited time, an additional 
military force, and for other purposes,’ be, aud the same is 
hereby, repealed. 

Sec. 3. nd be it further enacted, That so much of said 
act, passed on the eleventh of February, one thousand eight 
hundred and forty-seven, as requires the discharge, at the 
close of the war with Mexico, of two additional surgeons and 
twelve additional assistant surgeons, as authorized by the 
eighth section of said act; four quartermasters, and ten as- 


said act; and so much of the act of the third of March, 
eighteen hundred and forty-seven, as requires the discharge, 
at the close of the war with Mexico, of an assistant adjutant 


cavalry, and two assistant adjutants general, with the brevet 
rank, pay, &c., of a captain of cavalry, as authorized by the 
second section of the said act of the third of March, eighteen 
hundred and forty-seven ; and the two deputy paymasters, 
as authorized by the twelfth section of the last-mentioned 
act, and the two principal musicians allowed to each regiment 
of artillery by the eighteenth section ofthe saidlast-mentioned 
act, be, and the same is hereby, repealed: Provided, That 
no vacancy happening under the provisions so repealed shall 
be filled up until further authorized by law: 4nd provided 
|| further, That the ten additional paymasters appointed in vir- 
tue ef the said foregoing act of the 3d March, 1847, shall be 
retained in service until the 4th day of Mareh, 1849. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all the officers of 
| the old army who received appointments in any of the addi- 
tional regiments raised for the war with Mexico shall be re- 
stored to their former regiments or corps and rank, as addi- 
tional officers, of the respective grades to which they would 
have succeeded, and to which they shall now succeed, in 


cers so restored shall be reappointed by the President, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate: And provided, 
That the next vacancy happening in such grade of such regi- 
ment or corps to which they succeed shall not be filled. 


commissioned officers, musicians, and privates engaged in 
the military service of the United States in the war with 
Mexico, and who served out the term of their engagement, 
or have been or may be honorably discharged ; and first to 
the widows, second to the children, third to the parents, 
and fourth to the brothers and sisters of such who have been 
killed in battle, or who died in service, or who, having been 
honorably discharged, have since died, or may hereafter die, 
without receiving the three months’ pay herein provided 
for, shall be entitled to receive three months’ extra pay: 


apply to those who have been in actual service during the 
war. 


COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS. 


of the House to present a communication from the 
Commissioner of Patents, with the accompanying 


ferred against him to this House. 





————— ooo eC ._ O OoOURN 


sistant quartermasters, as authorized by the tenth section of | 


general, with the rank, pay, &c., of a lieutenant colonel of || 


virtue of their former commissions: Provided, That such offi- | 


Sec. 5. And he it further enacted, That the officers, non- || 


Provided, That this provision of this fifth section shall only |; 


Mr. PEASLEE asked the unanimous consent | 


papers, relating to charges which had been pre- |, 
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« 


grave and important charges had been presented 
to this House by one of the recent Examiners of 
the Patent Office, impugning the integrity of the 
Commissioner of Patents as an officer, and his 
character and conduct as aman. He said that it 
was due to the Commissioner of Patents, inasmuch 
as these charges had been spread far and wide, and 
this House had at last been made their theatre, 
that the Commissioner of Patents should have an 
Opportunity to vindicate hinuself, and to show that 
these serious charges were wholy unfounded and 
groundless, as he was authorized to say they were 
by the Commissioner of Patents, in the broadest 
and most comprehensive sense, in general and in 
detail. He therefore hoped no one would object 
to the reception of the communication and accom- 
panying papers, and their reference to the Com- 
mittee on Patents. 

_Mr. CONGER objected, under a misapprehen- 
sion of Mr. P.’s object, but afterwards withdrew 
his objection. 

Mr. FARRELLY said this matter had been 
before the Committee on Patents, but, at this late 
period of the session, the committee thought it 
impossible that they could investigate the matter; 
but, if they attempted it, they must be authorized 
by the House to send for persons and papers. He 
therefore moved, as directed, that the Committee 
on Patents be authorized to send for persons and 
papers, but said he hoped the House would vote 

it down. 

Mr. PEASLEE said that, in behalf of the Com- 
missioner of Patents, he hoped there would be no 
objection to this motion, for the Commissioner was 

| extremely desirous of the opportunity of showing 

| the utter falsity of these charges, which had been 
made in so many places, but which he had had no 
opportunity as yet to meet and refute; and he was 
authorized to say that the more thorough the ex- 
amination, the more full and searching the inqui- 
ries of the committee, the more gratifying it would 
be to that officer, confident as he was that the 
affairs of the Patent Office had been faithfully and 
properly administered. 

The question being put on referring the com- 
munication of Mr. Burke, with the accompanying 
| papers, to the Committee on Patents— 

Mr. GOGGIN moved to amend by striking out 
the Committee on Patents, and inserting a select 
committee. Disagreed to. 
| The question on giving the committee power to 

send for persons and papers was then put and car- 
ried. 

And Mr. Burke’s memorial was referred to the 
Committee on Patents, with power to send for 
persons and papers, 

Mr. HARALSON called up the motion he made 
| yesterday to reconsider the vote by which the res- 

olution was passed directing the Clerk of the House 
| to furnish to each member of the House a printed 
copy of all the acts and resolutions passed by Con- 
| gress and approved by the President, as soon as 
practicable, after the same shall have been severally 
| approved. 
| The question on reconsideration was put and 
agreed to. 

The resolution was then referred to the Com- 
mittee on Printing, to inquire and report to the 

| House the probable cost of printing and distribu- 
| tion of the laws. 


CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 


On motion of Mr. VINTON, the House resolved 
| itself into Commitee of the Whole on the state of 
| the Union, (Mr. Root, of Ohio, in the chair,) and 
resumed the consideration of the civil and diplo- 
| matic appropriation bill. 

Mr. TURNER moved to amend the item pro- 
| viding for the survey of the public lands by increas- 
ing the amount from $50,000 to $115,000. 
| Mr. TURNER condemned the policy of redu- 
| cing the appropriations for surveys of public lands, 
| and argued that the amount annually appropri- 
|| ated for years past, and now asked by the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, should be 
|| appropriated, and that it would conduce to the in- 
| crease of revenue from the land sales. 

‘| Mr. VINTON, under instructions from the 

Committee of Ways and Means, moved an amend- 
|, ment to the ngrailennie to make the appropriation 
\| $65,000. He explained the data upon which the 
committee had acted. There had been, from year 
|| to year, five times as many lands surveyed as there 


'| Mr. P. remarked that it was well known that || was any demand for; the consequence was, that 
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there was now surveyed and in market a quantity 
of lands vastly greater than all the land which had 
been sold from the foundation of the Government 
up to the present day. The good lands in market 
were the greater part of them seeking buyers, and 
finding none. ‘This amendment provided for the 
survey of five million acres—about twice as much, 
instead of five times as much, as would probably 
be sold during the present year. The committee 
thought there was no pressing necessity for the 
enlarged surveys. Indeed, he was of opinion that 
it would be well to suspend the surveys altogether, 
except in some particular locations, until this im- 
mense quantity of lands in market should be dis- 
posed of, to some extent at least. Now, every 
year we were told by the Executive that this im- 
mense quantity of lands in the market and not sold 
was conclusive evidence that they were good for 
nothing; whereas the sale of lands was regulated 
by the demand, in the same way as cotton, broad- 
cloth, or any other commodity in market. 

This wae the eeneral view of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, that, if provision was made for 
the survey of twice as much as would probably be 
sold during the present year, it would be going far 
enough, when they took into consideration the 
present elutted state of the market. 

After mie conversation, Mr. MeCLERNAND 
desiring to obtam the floor— 

Mr. TURNER accepted the amendment of Mr. 
Vinton, and modified his amendment accordingly. 

Nir. MeCLERNAND moved to amend the 
amendment by increasing the sum to $115,000. 

The proposition laid down by the gentleman 
from Ohio, that the demand for the public lands 
must revulate the sale, was true (said Mr. McC.) 
as a general proposition; but that demand was to 
be regulated in some measure by the legislation of 
Congress on the subject. For example, if they 
te up the minimum price to ten, fifteen, or one 
mndred dollars per acre, of course it would de- 
crense the aale; on the contrary, if they decreased 
the price, they increased the sale. 

»>gentieman stated that a lareer amount had 
been surveyed from year to year than had been 
eold. ‘That was true. But the amount not sold 
was, to agreat extent, proportionate to the amount 
of inferior lands, those not worth §] 25 per acre; 
so that we had to survey more lands than we sold, 
in order to satisfy to public demand for lands worth 
$1 25 anacre. Between $100,000 and $200,000 
had been appropriated annually, for several years, 
for these surveys, and it was now proposed to reduce 
theamount to $50,000, and subsequently to $65,000. 
By the'distribution act passed by the Whig Con- 
gress of IR41, the gentleman and his party pledged 
$150,000 for these sueveys; the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office recommended $115,000 for 
this year, estimating for the surveys of mineral 
lands in Lowa and Wisconsin alone $40,000. But 
the Committee of Ways and Means, on their own 
dicta,cn their own vague speculations, have assumed 
to cut down the whole appropriation to $50,000 or 
$60,000. The consequence would be, that large 
quantities in lowa, Wisconsin, and Michigan, and 
other States, would have to be overlooked altogether 
and not surveyed for the present. The conse- 
quence would be, first, that it would decrease the 
revenue by keeping desirable lands out of market, 
and that, too, at atime when we needed all the rev- 
enue that could be received. In the next place, it 
was making a vital assault upon the new States, 
by discouraging emigration to those States, and 
preventing their development and settlement. It 
was also an attempt to do that which Congress 
could not do—to force the sale of lands for a dollar 
and « quarter which were not worth that sum, by 
limiting the sales to inferior lands. It would also 
postpone the period of graduation, which perhaps 
was one of the objects of the committee. It was 
a policy which, while $150,000 had been pledged 
when the proceeds of the sales were to be squan- 
dered among the States, now, when they were to 
go into the treasury, cut down the surveys to 
$90,000. It was a policy which was shaped to 
carry out party views, and might be reevarded as 
a direct assault on the new States. He called the 
attention of their Representatives and people to it. 
He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. McCLELLAND renewed it. He believed 
that all those surveys contemplated by the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office in Michigan, 
lowa, and Wisconsin would be materially affected 
if this reduction of appropriation was made. If he | 
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was wrong, the gentleman from Vermont [Mr. 
Cotcamer] could correct him. 

Mr. COLLAMER said the surveys in the State 
of Michigan, to a very considerable extent, mnst 
ro on, because there was an appropriation in the 
bill for the geological survey by itself; the lineal 
surveys, therefore, must go on and keep pace with 
them. ‘They could not locate without, 

Mr. McCLELLAND said, if he understood the 
Commissioner correctly, he stated if the amount 
recommended was not allowed, the lineal surveys 
could not be kept up with the geological examina- 
tions, and that it was important for them to go on 
in Michigan. 

Mr. COLLAMER said it was true the Commis- 
sioner said if this amount was cut down, the lineal 
surveys necessary in Michigan could not be made. 

Mr. VINTON said the bill appropriated this 


sum in addition to the unexpended balance in the | 


treasury. The Secretary reported that there was 
an unexpended balance of appropriations, which 
might be carried to the surplus fund, of $89,000; 
so that they would have this $89,000 in addition 
to the $65,000 which the committee proposed to 
appropriate, and also the various items for survey 
of the'mineral lands, which were additional items by 
themselves, 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, stated that there 
were seven millions of acres now under contract 
for survey. 


Mr. McCLELLAND said, if he understood the 


Commissioner of the General Land Office, he asked 
for $115,000 over and above this unexpended ba!- 
ance of former appropriations, and complained that 
if this appropration was not made, then he would 
not be able to go on with these surveys in Michi- 
gan, Towa, and Wisconsin, which he said were, 
in his opinion, absolutely necessary not only for 
the settlement of the States, but for the increase of 
the revenue itself. Now, he asked the gentleman 
from Ohio—and he certainly knew very well how 
it was in his State—he (Mr. McC.) was cerviain it 
was the case in Michigan—whether there were not 


a great many of the surveyed lands that in all pro- | 


bability never would be sold. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected: 
Aves 53, noes 70; and the modified amendment of 
Mr. Turner, appropriating $65,000, was agreed 
to. 

Mr. DICKINSON moved to strike out the item 
of $40,000 for compensation of geologists, assistant 
geologists, laborers, packmen, and incidental ex- 
penses attending the geological examination and 


survey of the mineral lands in Michigan, Wiscon- | 
| sin, and Towa, including the amount required for 


the third and fourth quarters of the year ending the 
30th June, 1848. Lost. 

Mr. TURNER moved to add $20,000 for a 
geological survey of Oregon. Lost. 

Mr. VINTON moved, by direction of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, to amend the items for 
intercourse with foreign nations, by the insertion 
of an item of $9,000 for outfit of a minister to 
Russia. Agreed to. 


Mr. HILLIARD moved to amend the item for || 


ministers to certain specified courts, by adding the 
word ** Austria;’? and on this he spoke his five 
minutes in reply to the speech of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. J. R. Incersoit,] de- 
livered some short time ago. 


Mr. MARSH, on a pro forma motion, expressed _ 


his views on this subject. 


Mr. Hinrrarp’s amendment was then rejected. | 


Mr. HILLIARD next moved to insert the word 


** Turkey,’’ where a minister resident is now sent, |, 


for whom, he said, $6,000 was insufficient. He 


argued this question through his allotted five min- | 


utes, 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. HILLIARD moved an additional item of 
$3,910 76 for the services of Mr. John Randolph 
Clay, Secretary of Legation to the Court of Austria 
during the absence of the United States minister, 
when the duties of the mission devolved on him. 


He said the Committee on Foreign Affairs had || 


declined recommending the payment of outfit 
and infit, but proposed to pay him the increased 
salary. 

Mr. VINTON, on a pro forma motion, con- 
tended that inquiry should be made from the Sec- 


retary of State whether the services had been | 


rendered and not paid for. 


Some conversation ensued, in which Mr. C. J. | 


INGERSOLL and others took part. 


July 18, 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. DUER moved an additional item to en 
pensate Mr. Dorr for services rendered at Vy 
raiso, Chili. Mr. Dorr was consul, and dy 
the absence of the representative of this Goyer, 
ment he discharged duties as chargé. Agreed 1, 

Mr. HILLIARD moved separate items ty rive 
Mr. Martin the compensation of chargé, dedycr,. 

| his salary as secretary of legation, for sepyio.. 
rendered at Paris from the time of Mr. King’s «io. 
parture and Mr. Rush’s arrival; and the like jane 
pensation to Dr. Parker for services rence 
China. They were both agreed to. 

Mr. BARROW made a like motion, which was 
agreed to, to compensate Mr. Donnett, then United 
States consul, for services at Portugal fro the 
time of Mr. Kavanagh’s departure to Mr. Barrows 
arrival. 

The committee rose and reported the jj! 

| twenty-seven minutes after one o’elock. 

The House proceeded to consider the bil] and 
amendments. 

| Mr. VINTON moved the previous question, 

'which was seconded, and the main question or- 
dered, viz: Will the House concur with the Coy. 
mittee of the Whole in their amendments ? 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, moved a separate 
vote on the amendment providing compensation 
for a clerk to the Sergeant-at-arms. It was taken 

| by yeas and nays, and resulted in the affirmative: 
Yeas 109, nays 53. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, asked a division of the 
question on the amendment providing for the pur- 
chase of the Jefferson and the Hamilton papers, 
so as to take a separate vote on each branch there. 
of. 

The SPEAKER decided that a division of ths 

| amendment could not be had. 

Mr. COBB appealed from the decision of the 
Chair. 

The question was put on the appeal, and the 

| Cuatr was sustained. 

The vote on agreeing to the amendment was 
taken by yeas and nays, and resulted: Yeas 73, 
nays, 97. 

So the House rejected the amendment to pur- 

' chase the papers of Mr. Jefferson and General 
Alexander Hamilton. 

_ The amendment reducing the salary of the 
principal clerk in the stock bureau, Treasury De- 
partment, from $1,400 to $1,200, was separately 
voted on, and was disagreed to. 

The amendment providing for repairs of the 
Capitol; for the improvement and enriching of the 
Capitol grounds; for fencing the public squares 
north, south, and west of the Capitol square; for 
repairs on the President’s House; for lighting 
Pennsylvania avenue; for keeping in repair tle 
iron pipes conveying water to the Capitol, and for 
sprinkling Pennsylvania avenue, was read. 

Mr. SAWYER asked a separate vote thereon. 
It was taken by yeas and nays, and resulted in the 
affirmative: Yeas 91, nays 81. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, asked a separate vote on 
the amendment reducing the mileage and pay 0! 
the persons who are to bring the vote of the elec- 
toral colleges for President of the United States to 

| the seat of Government. 

It was taken by yeas and nays, and resulted in 
the affirmative: Yeas 89, nays 87. 

A separate vote was taken by yeas and nays 0n 
agreeing to the amendment for the purchase of a 
site for the erection of a custom-house at Charles- 
ton, South Carolina, and resulted in the affirmative: 
Yeas 89, nays 71. : 

The yeas and nays were taken on agreeing to 
the amendment striking out the item making an 
appropriation for the removal of the obstructions 
to navigation in the Savannah river, and resulted, 
Yeas 85, nays 84, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atkinson, Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bird 
sall, Bocock, Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, William G. Brown, 
Albert G. Brown, Burt, Catheart, Chase, Beverly L. Clarke, 
Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobh, Collins. Daniet, Dick- 
inson, Garnett Duncan, Faran, Featherston, Ficklin, Fries, 
Fulton, Green, Hammons, Haralson, Harmanson, Hares, 
Hill, George 8. Houston, Inge, Charles J. Ingersoll, Iverson, 
Andrew Johnson, James H. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, 
George W. Jones, Kaufman, Kennon, Lahm, La Sére, Sid 
ney Lawrence, Ligon, Lord, Lumpkin, Lynde, Maclay, 
McClelland, MeClernand, McDowell, Job Mann, Meade, 
Miller, Morria, Nicoll, Peaslee, Peck, Petrie, Peyton, ! helps, 
Rhett. Richey, Rockhill, Sawyer, Simpson, Smart, Stanton, 
Stark weather, Charles E. Stuart, Thomas, James Thompson, 
Jacab Thompson, John B. Thompson, William 7 hompso", 


| "Thurston, Turner, Venable, Wallace, Wick, Williams, W 
‘\ mot, and Woodward—85. 
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_Messrs. Abbou, Barringer, Barrow, Blanchard, 
14, Brady, Butler, Cabell, Chapman, Franklin Clark, 
Beye ‘an, Coeke, Coilamer, Conger, Cranston, Crisfield, 
7 Crozier, Dickey, Dixon, Donnell, Duer, Dunn, 
rt Eaiwards, Embree, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, 
<0 Plournoy, Gaines, Gayle, Goggin, Gregory, Nathan 

fl i. James G. Hampton, Haskell, Henry, Hilliard, fsaac 
: Hol nes, Blias B. Holmes, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Jo- 

ih R. Ingersoll, John W. Jones, Kellogg, Thomas Butler 
Daniel P. King, William T. Lawrence, Lincoln, Me- 
syne, Horace Mann, Marsh, Morehead, Mullin, Nelson, 
wen J, Outlaw, Palfrey, Pendleton, Poliock, Preston, Put- | 
on, Julius Rockwell, Roman, Rose, Root, Rumsey, St. 
 Schenek, Shepperd, Stephens, Andrew Stewart, 
trol, Tallunadge, ‘Vaylor, Thibodeaux, R. W, Thompson, 

ypkins, Toombs, Tuck, Vinton, and Warren—e4. | 

The SPEAKER then voted in the negative, 
making yeas 85, Nays 85—a tie. 

Sy the amendment was lost, and said appropria- 
on Is retained in the bill. 

Mr. BURT moved, at 4 o’clock, that the House 
jiourn. Lost. Yeas 73, nay 82. 

Special votes were taken on numerous amend- 
nentsotkerthan the foregoing, to which exceptions 
vere taken as they were read. The action of the 
‘ommittee of the Whole in every case being con- 

red in, the amendments were agreed to. 

The other amendments, to which no exceptions 
were taken, were then agreed to, 

The amendments having all been acted on, the 
ill was ordered to be engrossed and read a third 
ume. 

Mr. WENTWORTH objected to the third 
reading of the bill at this time unless it was en- 
ossed; and, it not being engrossed, the House 
adjourned. 


VAYS- 


‘ 
“ 


PETITIONS, ETC. 
The following memorials and petitions were presented 
onder the rule, and referred ; 


By Mr. EDWARDS: The memorial of the heirs of Sur- 
con LL. A. Wolpley, United States army, asking a pension. 

by Mr. HARMANSON: The petition of Thomas Cock- 
erm, William Campbell, and 49 others, fora mail route froin 
\larrisonburg to Nachitoches, via Rowesville, Desdemona, 
wid Thompson’s Sprivgs, Louisiana. | 

by Mr. TALLMADGE: The petition of Everett & Bat- 
tlle forreturn of penalty paid the United States. 


IN SENATE. sa 
Tvespay, July 18, 1848. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate | 
1communication from the Treasury Department, 
iw answer to a resolution of the 13th May last, 
calling for a statement of all the imports and man- || 
waetures, and quantity and value of all mineral | 
coal, from the Ist July, 1847, to the Ist May, 1848. 
The Register of the Treasury says but few returns, 
wid those from the minor districts, for the last quar- 
ter have been received. 

(The statement of the Register, as far as returns 
enable him to show, gives the value of imported 
ion, and its variety of manufacture, as $9,464,841; 
the coal as 164,447 tons, value $369,243. ] 

The communication was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, inquired of the | 
Chair if any answer had been received to a resolu- || 
ion submitted by him some weeks since, calling | 
for the increase of the number of officers in the || 
custom-house at Baltimore, &c.? 

The CHAIR replied, that the Journal did not || 

| 


show that any answer had been returned. 
Mr. JOHNSON. Then, if it be not received 
‘o-Gay or to-morrow, I shall renew the call. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. | 

_ Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Military Af- 
‘alts, reported a recommendation that the Senate || 
concur in the amendment of the House of Repre- || 
sentatives to the bill amending the act entitled ‘*An | 
act granting half-pay to widows or orphans,’? | 
Where their husbands and fathers have died of | 
wounds received in the military service of the | 
| uited States, in cases of deceased officers and | 
soldiers of the militia and volunteers. | 
Mr. BADGER made an objection to the phrase- | 
ology of the amendment, as it appeared to confer |, 
“ power on the Secretary of War, on consultation | 
with the President, to interpose obstructions to the 
Franting of pensions. He presumed that the words || 
had slipped in by an oversight. } 
Mr. DIX admitted that the words were not such | 
‘she would have used had he drawn up the sec- | 
‘on. But he did not view the matter as of any || 
‘portance, as the construction apprehended by |, 


‘he Senator from North Carolina could not be put 
ou the language. 





| entitled ** An act supplemental to an act providing 


the report of the committee. 


Mr. BORLAND complained that too much dis- 
cretion was already given to Executive officers. 
He would prefer the recommitment of the report, 
with instructions to report rules and instructions 
for the government of the officers. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, said, the intro- 
duction of the words used was unfortunate; but he 
did not think they could be so construed as to give 
to the Commissioner of Pensions power to refuse 
the payment of pensions. He thought it would 
not be necessary to recommit the report. 

Mr. BRADBURY expressed his belief that the 
Executive officers, by their rigid construction of | 
the laws, merited praise rather than censure. 

Mr. BORLAND referred to some decisions, to 
sustain his statement that the Commissioner had 
put a wrong construction on existing laws; but he | 
disavowed any intention to impute any improper 
motive to that officer. He had no doubt that the 
Commissioner acted from a conscientious interpre- | 
tation of his duty. | 

Mr. BERRIEN moved to amend the report, by | 


| striking out certain words and inserting others. 


Mr. DIX thought the change would be produe- | 
tive of no benefit; and it was thought very desirable 
by the committee that the bill should not be sent 


| back to the House. 


Mr. BORLAND said, the amendment precisely 
met his views. 

Mr. HALE remarked, that it required great | 
vigilance on the part of the Commissioner to guard 
against fraudulent application. While he (Mr. 
H.) was law officer of the Government, he had 
opportunities of ascertaining the extent of these 
frauds. 

The amendment of Mr. Berrien was then dis- 
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{ millions of dollars. 


agreed to, and the report of the Committee was | 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 


| tee on Conference on the disagreeing votes of the | 


two Houses to the House bill to amend an act 


for the prosecution of the existing war between 
the United States and the Republic of Mexico, 
and for other purposes,” reported various amend- 
ments. 

he bill and report were ordered to be printed; 
but, on motion of Mr. BEN'TON, in a subsequent 
stage of the proceedings, the Senate concurred in 


RESOLUTIONS. 
On motion of Mr. BREESE, 


| adopted. | 
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Mr. WALKER, on leave, introduced a bill to 
modify the fourth clause of the seventh section of 
an act entitled **An act to enable the people of 
Wisconsin Territory to frame a constitution and 
State government, and for the admission of such 
State into the Union,’? approved 6th August, 
1846; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill making appropriations for the naval service for 
the year ending June 30, 1849. 

The question being on agreeing to the amend- 
ment of the Senate, striking out the appropriations 
for the marine hospitals at Pittsburg, Cleveland, 
Louisville, &e.— 

Mr. PHELPS 
multiplication of 
while along the 
three. 

Mr. BORLAND went at some length into the 
extent of the commerce of the West, and the ne- 
cessity, growing out of that increase, for the erec- 
tion of marine hospitals. He also stated what 
were the rules and regulations by which these in- 
stitutions are governed. He illustrated the subject 
by quotations from the memorial of the Memphis 
Convention. This commerce was valued at three 
hundred millions of dollars in 1843; and it has 
now increased so as to make it a fair calculation 
that the commerce of the West, alone the ten 
thousand miles embraced in that portion of the 
country, amounts to nearly or quite five hundred 
The revenue collected from 
this commerce is about $250,000. ‘This has been 
drawn from the owners and masters of these boats. 
He regarded the Government as bound to disburse 
this amount of money among these boatmen. 


expressed some surprise at the 
marine hospitals in the West, 
Atlantic coast there were but 


| They have paid into the hands of the Government 


at least two millions of dollars, and this sum is 
sull annually increasing. These facts led the Gov- 
ernment to recommend the erection of these ma- 
rine hospitals. He expreSsed his conviction that 
the West, in consequence of this large amount of 


| annual contributions, was entitled to these hos- 
| pitals, for want of which there had been great 
| suffering among the boatmen of the western rivers. 


He stated that in his professional career he had 


| attended one hundred of these persons at a time, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post || 


Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 


| lishing a mail route from Lebanon, in St. Clair county, 
'| through Marine Town, in Madison county, and Staunton, 
| in Macoupin county, to Carlinsville, the county seat of said | 


county. | 
Mr. MASON submitted the following, which | 
was ordered to be printed: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be authorized to 
employ a clerk annually, whose duties shall be the same as 


Ciaims in the House of Representatives, until otherwise 
directed, to be paid monthly by the Secretary of the Senate 


| out of the contingent fund, such compensation as shail be 


when they had not only no means to pay their phy- 
sician, but were even dependent on the charity of 
the town for the means to pay for the medicines. 
He supposed it would be made a ground of objec- 
tion, that the West was an Insatiable beggar; but he 


| contended that she was not more craving than the 


East. He quoted from various sources to show 
that the appropriations made for the Atlantic coast 
very greatly exceeded those made for the western 
waters. The objection which had been urged 
against these appropriations, that they are out of 


| their place in this bill, he regarded as entitled to 


fixed by the committee, not exceeding that allowed to en- || 


grossing clerks of the Senate. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, submitted the fol- | 
lowing: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed to 
pay to J. C. Frémont, for his labor and services since he left | 


| the army of the United States, in preparing and compiling | 


the map of Oregon and California, as ordered by the Senate | 
on the 2d February, 1847, and in drawing up a geographical | 
memoir in illustration of said map: Provided, That the rate 
of pay shall not exceed that allowed to 8. N. Nicollet, Esq., 
for similar labors and services in preparing and compiling 
his hydrographical and topographical map of the basin of the | 
Upper Mississippi. 


The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
BADGER, was taken up and adopted. 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- | 
quested to communicate to the Senate any information which 
may be in the possession of the Executive relating to the | 
seizure and capture of the American ship Admittance, on 
the coast of California, by a vessel of war of the United 
States, and whether any and what proceedings have oc- | 
curred in regard to said vessel or her cargo, and to furnish | 
the Senate with copies of all documents, papers, and com- 
munications in the possession of the Executive relating to 
the same. 


LIGHT-HOUSES. 

On motion of Mr. RUSK, the Senate proceeded | 
to consider the joint resolution to extend the time | 
for the erection of certain light-houses; which was | 
read a third time and passed. 


| 


those now performed by the clerks of the Committee of || no weight. 


| would scarcely be possible to get up the subject in 


At this late period of the session, it 


the form of a separate bill, so as for it to have any 
chance of its passage during this session. 

Mr. PHELPS made some remarks on the ex- 
traordinary extent to which this system had been 
carried. He thought there was too much liberality 
in making appropriations for eight or nine of these 
edifices in a single bill. He was willing to finish 
the hospitals commenced, but should be opposed 
to any new ones. ; 

Mr. BORLAND explained some of his former 
positions in reply. 

Mr. ATHERTON defended the course of the 
committee, in striking out the clause, contending 
that the whole of the money for these marine hos- 
pitals came out of the treasury of the United 
States, and not from the hospital fund. 

Mr. BORLAND replied. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, said the sites 
had all been purchased for these hospitals, and 
the appropriation was necessary to carry them 
on. 
The amendment of the committee was disagreed 
to, and the clause was not stricken out, and a sim- 
ilar amendment relative to another marine hospi- 
tal was also disagreed to. ; 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, called for the spe- 
cial order, being the motion to go into Executive 


business. : 
Mr. YULEE and Mr. NILES obtained permis- 


i) sion to make some remarks by way of explanation 
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of the Navy, relative to the Atlantic steam ves- 
ge!s. 

The bill was then laid on the table for the present, 
and, 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of Executive business. 
In about an hour, the doors were reopened, and 


rHE PROPOSED COMPROMISE. 


Mr. (LAYTON, from the select committee on 
the Territories of Oregon, California, and New 
Mexico, reported a bill for the organization of Ter- 
ritorial Governments in each of them, [It appeared 
to be a very long bill, containing no less than thir- 
ly seven sections | 

"Mr. Crayton said the subjects referred to this 

committee were of infinite difficulty. The Territo- 
ries for Which temporary civil governments were 
to be organized embraced an area of 1,044,492 
—about as large as that of one-third 
of all Europe, and capable of sustaining, sooner or 
later, the population of a mighty empire. The 
intrinsic difficulties necessarily belonging to such 
nu organization were increased by the nature and 
character of the population now existing there, as 
we!) as that hereafter to be introduced by the ex- 
iension of the Constitution and laws of the United 
States over so vast a country. 

‘The committee had entered upon the discharge 
of their duties, under all these embarrassments, 
with untiring industry, with a zealous resolution, 
and an indefatigable spirit, which he had never 
known surpassed. He felt it due, in justice to 
each and every one of his colleagues, to say, that 
amidst all their long conferences and laborious dis- 


square miles 


cussions on the various topics necessarily consid- 


ered by them, the most conciliatory spirit had been 
evinced by them, each endeavoring to maintain the 
honor and interest, not merely of his own section 
of country, but that of the whole nation, and each 
endeavoring to yield so much as he felt could be 
properly and honorably cenceded, without the sac- 
rifice of what was essentially due to his own con- 
stituents and the people of all the States. The con- 
ferences of the committee were in this spirit—at- 
tended with free and ample discussion—and, after 
a full interchange of views, a vote was taken ona 
rroposition moved by the Senator from Missouri, 
Mr. Arcurson,] ‘that the spirit of the Missouri 
compromise be adopted to govern the settlement 
of all the ‘Territories of the United States.’’ On 
this question the committee divided, five for and 
three against the motion. The Senator from In- 
diana |Mr. Brieur] then moved the proposition, 
notice of which had been previously given in the 
Senate, containing the words of the Missouri com- 
promise. As the condition of the territory was 
now said to be different from that to which that 
compromise applied in 1820, a motion was made 
by the Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Unperwoop] 
to amend that proposition by providing that ‘all 
the territory in New Mexico and California, south 
of the parallel of 36° 30’, shall be placed on the 
same footing in all respects as to slavery that ex- 
isted in Louisiana while it was a territory.’’ On 
this question the committee divided, four for the 
motion and four againstit. After the failure of 
this motion, the question was taken on the propo- 


sition of the Senator from Kentucky, and with a | 


like result—the committee being again equally di- 
vided. 

At this stage of the proceedings all compromise 
appeared to be impossible. But the committee 
proceeded afterwards to consider a proposition to 
endeavor to adjust the great question, at least so 
far as to enable Congress to extend the laws over 
and provide for the administration of justice in the 


Territories, leaving for the present the settlement | 


of it to the laws of population, or the adaptation 
7 1 eloms . 
of soil, cimmate, and all circumstances to the various 


kinds of labor. While it was admitted on all sides | 


thac by far the greatest portion of the Territories || 


was properly adapted to free labor, and would ne- | 
cessarily be free soil forever, yet it was also with 


equal unanimity conceded that there was a portion 
of it where free labor never could be introduced, 
owing to the climate and the peculiar productions 
of that portion. It was thought that if Oregon, 
which no one imagines can ever be slaveholdine 
could be organized as the people of that Territory 
desired, by the temporary adoption of their present 
laws interdicting or prohibiting slavery till the 


Territorial Legislature proposed to be organized | 
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in relation to the contracts mode by the Secretary by a popular vote, under the bill referred to us, | 


errors into which they may have inadvertently 





could enact some Jaw on the subject, most of the 
objections which had been urged in debate to the 1 
twelfth section would be obviated without any || 
sacrifice of principle by those who urged them; | 
and that, after thus disposing of the question, so || 
far as relates to Oregon, the Territories of Califor- | 
nia and New Mexico could be organized in the 
same bill by the appointment of a governor, sen- 
ator, and judges, to compose, according to the old 
precedents, a temporary Legislature for each of 
these Territories, but without the power to legis- , 
late on the subject of slavery; thus placing that 
question beyond the power of the Territorial Legis- | 
lature, and resting the right to introduce or pro- 
hibit slavery in these two Territories on the Con- 
stitution, as the same should be expounded by the 
judges, with a right of appeal to the Supreme ina 
of the United States. It was thought that by this 
means Congress would avoid the decision of this 
distracting question, leaving it to be settled by the 
silent operation of the Constitution itself; and that 
mm case Congress should refuse to touch the sub- | 
ject, the country would be slaveholding only where, | 
by the laws of Nature, slave labor was effective, 
and free labor could not maintain itself. On the 
other hand, in case Congress should hereafter 
choose to adopt the compromise line of 36° 30’, 
(north of which, | suppose, it is not expected that 
slave labor can be introduced,) or any other rule 
of settlement, it will be free to act as to its wisdom 
and patriotism shall seem fit. 4 

After many conflicts of opinion, these views 
thus generally expressed were substantially agreed 
upon with great unanimity, all the members of the 
committee agreeing to make the report, and but 
two of them (one from the North and the other 
from the South) disapproving any of the material 
features as they understand it. By order of the 
committee, | have prepared a bill in accordance 
with these views. It contains some important 
amendments to the Oregon bill, particularly so far | 
as it corrects the defective description of the bound- 
aries in that bill. 

I do not expect, sir, that this or any other prop- 
osition which the wit of man can possibly suggest, 
will prevent agitation on this subject, which is now 
daily spreading through the country, and, I fear, 
dividing it into geographical parties. If the Mis- 
souri compromise of 36° 30’ should bt adopted, the 
agitators would immediately raise the standard of 
repeal, and agitate as fiercely as ever. We know 
that, sir. 
any bill. But this bill resolves the whole question 
between the North and South into a constitutional 
and a judicial question. It only asks of men of | 


all sections to stand by the Constitution, and suffer || 


that to settle the difference by its own tranquil | 
operation. If the Constitution settles the question | 
either way, let those who rail at the decision vent | 
their indignation against their ancestors who 
adopted ity We offer no bill to introduce slavery 
by Congressional anactment into any free territory. | 
If, as the South contends, the Constitution gives | 
the right to carry their slaves there, they will | 
maintain that right. If, as the North contends, 
the Constitution confers no such right, they will 
vindicate theirclaim. And Oregon will be at once 
organized as a Territory, with power to elect their 
own Legislature—a power which the committee 
think cannot now, with any propriety, be con- 
ferred upon the population of the two other terri- 
tories. y 

I now, sir, have the honor to report, asan amend- 
ment and a substitute for the bill referred to the 
select committee, ‘* A bill to establish the Terri- 
torial Governments of Oregon, California, and 
New Mexico.’’ The committee, with all becoming 
modesty, desire to say that they do not view their | 
work as perfect; but it is the very best which, 
under all the embarrassing circumstances of their 
position, they have been able to propose. To the 
Senate they appeal for assistance to correct any 


fallen. But it is the honest opinion of a large ma- 
jority of the committee, that by the passage of this 
bill the safety of the Union will be placed beyond 
the reach of agitation, and that the question, and 
the only question, which now threatens to endanger 
it, may be, not immediately but ultimately, put 


The bill was then read a first time and unani- 
mously ordered to be printed. 
On motion, the Senate adjourned. 
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The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 


Mr. FARRELLY moved to reconsider the yo: 
by which the Committee on Patents was vester 


| day authorized to send for persons and Papers in 
| the investigation of the eharges preferre z 
t 


a wo 6 d &aZains: 
the Commissioner of Patents. Agreedto. > 


On motion of Mr. FARRELLY, the Committee 
on Patents were authorized to employ a clerk, 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, from the Commi:. 
tee on Public Lands, to which was referred thy. 
bill of the House for the relief of certain citizens 
of Lowndes county, Mississippi, reported the sane 
back to the House without amendment. ; 

On motion, the bill was laid on the table, 

Mr. E. also reported from the same committee 
a bill sapplementary to an act entitled * An act sup. 
plementary to an act entitled ‘ An act to encouram 
the introduction and promote the cultivation of 
”” approved 9th July, 1838. Read 

committed. 
Also, from the same committee, the followine 
bills: To grant land to the inhabitants of town. 
ship eighteen, north of ranges one and two, wes; 
of the fourth principal meridian of the State of 1}|\- 
nois, for school purposes; to grant other lands jp 
lieu of the sixteenth section to the school commis 
sioners of township two north, range nine, west of 
the fourth principal meridian, in the county of 
Adams, State of [linois; to grant to the trustees 
of township thirty-eight north, of range five east, 
in the county of Elkhart, State of Indiana, so much 
public land as may, with the fractional sixteenth 
section therein, make up an entire section; which 


an 


_ bills were severally read three times, passed, and 
sent to the Senate for concurrence. 


Also, from the same committee, adverse reports 


| on the resolutions and memorial of the Legislature 


of Louisiana, and on the petitions of certain citi- 
zens of Barry and Hickman counties, Missouri; 
and on the petition of citizens of Hardin county, 
Illinois, praying the passage of a law permitting 
the selection of other lands in fieu of the sixteenth 
sections for school purposes. Laid on the table. 

Mr. STEPHENS, from the same committee, 
to which was referred Senate bill to confirm the 
location and to grant a quarter-section of public 


| land for the county site of Hillsborough county, 
| Florida, reported the same back without amend- 


They will agitate after the passag® of || 


ment. 
The bill was then read the third time, passed, 


| and returned to the Senate. 


| the third section. 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama, from the same com- 
mittee, to which was referred the bill to grant a 
quantity of land to the State of Mississippi, for the 
purpose of improving the navigation of certain 
rivers in that State, reported the same back to the 
House without amendment. Laid on the table. 

Also, from the same committee, a bill to grant 
the right of way through the public land in the 
State of Alabama to the Girard Railroad Company 
in said State. Read twice and committed. 

Subsequently, Mr. WENTWORTH moved to 
reconsider the vote by which the bill was commi- 
ted. Agreed to. ; 

The question was stated on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed. 

Mr. HALL, of New York, moved to strike out 
Disagreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed; and, 
being engrossed, was read the third time and 
passed. 

Mr. GOGGIN, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roards, to which was referred 
Senate bill for the relief of William B. Stokes, re- 
ported the same back without amendment. Com- 
mitted. ; 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill to establish certain post routes. 

Mr. L. explained that this was precisely the 
same bill that had heretofore been reported by the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads es- 





1 
at rest forever. 1| 


_tablishing certain post routes, with the exception 
of a proviso which had been added at the end, in 
these words: 


Provided, That nothing in this act contained shall he 80 
construed as to express any opinion as to the true boundary 
| of any State or Territory named therein. 


The bill was read twice, and amended by insert- 
| ing er for routes in New Jersey and New 


| Yor ‘ 
|” Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved the 


pre 
der 
thi 
cur 

’ 


mi 
rei 


the 


rel 


bil 


to 


be 





19, 


Vote 
Sler. 
8 in 
ins? 


itlee 


mit. 

the 
Feng 
Ame 


ch 
th 
ch 
nd 


be A 





1848. A ___TE 


orevious question, which was seconded; and, un- 
der the operation thereof, the bill was read the 
hid time, passed, and sent to the Senate for con- 
currence. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, from the same com- 
mittee, to which was referred Senate bill for the 
relief of Alfred White, reported the same back to 
the House without amendment. 

The bill was read a third time and passed, and 
returned to the Senate. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee for the 
pistrict of Columbia, to which was referred Senate 
il to authorize the sale of a part of the public 
reservation numbered 13, in the city of Washing- 
ton, and for other purposes, reported the same 
back to the House with an amendment. 

The amendment was read and agreed to. 

[The bill provides for the enlargement of the 
Congressional Burial Ground. ] 

Some conversation.ensued on the bill between 
Messrs.. SAWYER, CHAPMAN, and FICK- 
LIN. 

The bill was then read a third time and passed, 
and returned to the Senate. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the Committee | 
on the Judiciary, reported the following resolution, 
which was read and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to make 
such rules and regulations, consistent with existing laws, as 
may more effectually provide against frauds upon soldiers of 
the war with Mexico, and sec ure to them the lands and treas- 
ury serip to which they are 2ntitled by their services. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill from the Senate for the relief of 
Messrs. Cook, Anthony, Mahon, and others, re- 
ported the same back to the House without amend- 
ment. Committed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which they 
were referred, Senate bills for the relief of the So- 
ciety for the Reformation of Juvenile Delinquents 
in the city of New York, and for the relief of the 
Central Railroad and Banking Company of Geor- 
gia; which bills were severally read a third time 
and passed, and returned to the Senate. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL asked the House to 
take up the bill reported by him some time since, | 
giving full effect to treaties of extradition,on which 
a short discussion ensued between Messrs. J. R. 
INGERSOLL, SAWYER, and FICKLIN. The 
latter gentleman objecting, the bill was not taken 
up. 

Mr. HALL, of New York, from the same com- 
mittee, reported bills to amend the act entitled ““An 
act for the punishment of certain crimes against 
the United States,’? approved April 30, 1790, and 
providing for the purchase and distribution of 
the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United 
States among the several States; which bills were 
read and committed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill to establish a judicial district in 
the western district of Arkansas, reported the same 
back to the House without amendment. It was 
laid on the table. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred Senate bills to change the time of holding 
the terms of the circuit court of the United States 
in the district of Maine, and to vest the title of the 
United States in the purchasers of certain lands | 
sold under execution against Gordon D. Boyd, re- | 
ported the same back to the House without amend- | 
ment. Committed. | 

Also, from the same committee, to which was | 
referred Senate bil] to divide the district of Arkan- 1 
sas into two judicial districts, reported the same | 
— to the House with amendment. Commit- | 
ed. 

Mr. MEADE, from the same committee, report- 
ed a bill forthe relief of Henry Gardner and others, 
Read and committed. 

Also, from the same committee, made a report 
on the petition of Francis P. Fenard, administrator 
of Francis Pap, recommending that the bill of the 
Senate for the relief of Peter Cassels and others 
be amended so as to embrace his case. Laid on 
the table, 

Also, from the same committee, to which was || 
referred Senate bill to provide compensation to | 
William Woodbridge and Henry Chipman, for 
Services in adjusting titles to land in Michigan, and 
for other purposes, reported the same back to the 
House without ceindnies. Committed. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was | 
ee House bill to change the place of holding ! 
the district court of the United States for the mid- '' 


} 
1} 





dle district of Alabama, reported the same without 
amendment. 

Some conversation took place on the bill between 
Messrs. GAYLE, INGE, and HILLIARD. 

Mr. BURT moved the previous question; which 
was seconded, and under the operation thereof the 
bil! was ordered to be encrossed. 

Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, from the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims, made adverse 
reports on the petitions of Nathaniel Tracy and 
of the heirs of Jonathan Hoge. Laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. KING, the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims were discharged from the 
further consideration of the petitions of Lieutenant 
Jonathan Smith; Mary Scott, administratrix of 
Lieutenant John C. Scott, deceased; Elijah W. 
Brown; and of the heirs of Willis Wilson. Laid 
on the table. 

Mr. IVERSON, from the same committee, re- 
ported bills for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Captain Charles Smith, and for the relief 


| of the legal representatives or heirs of Captain 


John Mountjoy. Read and committed. 

Mr. BUTLER, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Mary M. Telfair, 
heir and legal representative of Israel Pearce. 
Read and committed. 

Mr. MORRIS, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report on the petition of Dennis Pur- 
cell. Laid on the table. 

Mr. TOMPKINS, from the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, to which was referred the 
amendment of the Senate to the bill of the House 
supplemental to an act to confirm the survey and 
location of claims for lands in the State of Missis- 
sippi east of Pearl riverand south of the 31st de- 
gree of north latitude, approved March 3d, 1845, 


_ reported the same back to the House, with the 


recommendation that the House concur in said 
amendment. 

The amendment was read and concurred in. So 
the bill stands passed. 

Mr. RUMSEY, from the same committee, to 
which was referred Senate bill for the relief of Jesse 
Turner, reported the same back to the House with- 
out amendment. Committed. 

Also, from the same committee, made an adverse 
report on the petition of George W. Kincaid. Laid 


| on the table. 


Mr. SLINGERLAND, from the Committee on 
Agriculture, made a report on the subject of the 
cultivation of the soil, and agriculture generally. 
Laid on the table. 

Mr PALFREY, from the same committee, to 
which was referred so much of the annual message 
of the President as relates to agriculture, made a 


| report thereon. Laid on the table. 


Mr. BARRINGER, from the Committee on In- 


_ dian Affairs, to which was referred the joint reso- 


lution of the Senate to sanction an agreement made 
between the Wyandot and Delaware tribes of In- 
dians, for the purchase of certain lands by the 
former of the latter tribe, reported the same back 
to the House without amendment. 


The joint resolution was then read the third time | 


and passed, and returned to the Senate. 

Mr. BARRINGER also, from the same com- 
mittee, to which was referred the joint resolution 
of the Senate for the relief of H. B. Gaither, re- 
ported the same back to the House without amend- 
ment. Committed. 

On motion of Mr. BARRINGER, the Commit- 
tee on Indian Affairs was discharged from the 
consideration of the petition of citizens of the city 
and county of Philadelphia for the civilization and 


preservation of the Indians, and it was laid on the | 


table. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, from the same 
committee, reported a bill for the relief of the legal 


representatives of the late William Armstrong.. 


Read and committed. 

Mr. McILVAINE reported the following reso- 
lution, which was read and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be instructed to 


| inquire into the expediency of printing ten thousand addi- 


tional copies of the report from the Committee on Indian 


Affairs in relation to the organization of an Indian territory 


west of the Mississippi river. 

Mr. BOTTS, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to which was referred Senate bill for the 
payment of the fourth regiment in the second bri- 
gade of the third division of the Vermont militia 
for services at the battle of Plattsburg, reported the 
same back to the House without amendment. 
Committed. 
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On motion of Mr. BURT, the Committee on 
Military Affairs was discharged from the consid- 
eration of the petition of the old fourth regiment of 
New York militia, and it was laid on the table. 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, to which was referred Senate bill 
for the increase of the medical corps of the navy, 
reported the same back to ihe House without 
amendment. Committed. 

Mr. HOLMES, of South Carolina, from the 
same committee, reported a bill for the creation 
and appointment of admirals in the navy of the 
United States. Read and committed. 

Mr. STANTON, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Jacob Boston. Read 
and committed, 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred Senate bill directing the Secretary of the 
Navy to purchase from Dr. James P. Espy his 
patent right for the conical ventilator for the use 
of the United States, reported the same back to the 
House without amendment. Committed. 

Mr. SCHENCK, from the same committee, re- 

| ported a bill to indemnify the officers and crews of 

vessels of war of the United States navy for losses 
| by shipwreck, fire, and otherwise. Read and com- 
mitted, 

Mr. S. LAWRENCE, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the re- 
lief of certain surviving widows of officers and sol- 

diers of the revolutionary army. 
| The bill was read twice. 

Mr. SILVESTER moved to amend the bill by 
adding after ‘* eighteen hundred,’’ the words “ and 
twelve;’’ so as to bring down the period of restric- 
tion to the year 1812, prior to which a widow 
claiming the benefit of pension must have been 
married, 

After giving a brief history of what had previ- 
ously been done on this subject, Mr. S. earnestly 
urged the justice and expediency of the amend- 
ment. Thus amended, the bill would open a foun- 
tain of good feeling, in which men of opposite 
political opinions might dip their arrows a ren- 
der them harmless. Around a bill like this, men 
of all parties might gather in harmony and smoke 
the calumet of peace. This remembrance of rev- 
olutionary services was holy ground. It connected 
itself with a modest and retiring class of individ- 
als, and brought back to the mind the days of 
Washington and of his compatriots in arms—the 
good old days of the infancy of our Republic, and 
of the formation of that free and happy Govern- 
ment under which we lived in safety; a Govern- 
ment whose great principles of liberty had not 
only given us protection and happiness, but were 
making their way in other lands, and seemed des- 
_tined to pervade and bless the world. Congress 

had spent large sums on matters of doubtful pro- 
priety. Millions on millions had been lavished 
in appropriations which the Constitution would 
scarcely justify. We could appropriate by thou- 
sands for an expedition to explore the Dead Sea. 
Surely, the Government which could do this ought 
not to refuse to extend its hand to the relief of a 
few unpretending, helpless women, whose hus- 
bands had been the brave defenders of our rights. 
Mr. S. here read from a report accompanying the 
bill, which spoke of the gratitude of the country to 
the soldiers of the Revolution. This, he admitted, 
was true to a certain extent; but the relief had 
come tardily, and did not come at all until many 
of those who deserved it by their deeds of patriot- 
ism had gone down to the silent grave; while 
others had been paid in. worthless Continental 
money. He found that the first pension-law of a 
general character had been passed in 1818; an- 
other followed in 1820; and another in 1823. All 
these bills had been qualified by conditions. The 
first of them required that the applicant for pen- 
sion must first prove that he was in needy circum- 
stances; the next required that he submit a sche- 
dule of his property; and the last, that he had 
served during the whole war of Independence. 
Thus it appeared that the first general pension law 
was not passed until forty-nine years after the 
peace, when very many of those who had won 
our independence had dropped into the tomb. 

Mr. S. was aware that this subject was not so 
attractive to the House as many others; but on 
account of the sacred character of its associations 
it ought to be received with favor. | Why should 

| this limitation as to the date of their marriage be 
| imposed on the pensions of these widows of revo- 
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lutionary soldiers? The committee’s report in- 
sisted that the year fixed upon as a limit, viz: the 
year 1800, had not been fixed in an arbitrary man- 
ner, because at that time the war of the Revolution 
wasended,and the Indian difficulues, which follow- 
ed it were for the most part quieted. But, in reply 
to this, he begged to read a brief extract from the re- 
portof the minority of the committee. Mr.S. having 
read the extract, went on to contend that the limit- 
ation was purely arbitrary, and the excuse for it 
not founded in fact. It had formerly been fixed at 
1794, but Congress had departed from the prin- 
ciple on which it was contended that the limit 
ourcht to rest, and had reduced it as low as 1800. 
The pensions bad been extended first for five years; 
then for one year longer; then again for five years, 
and finally for life. And itt was right. ‘These 
pensioners were entitled to it on every principle of 
We were too forgetful of 
the past; we were very ready to speak of the noble 
achievernents and the deeds of patriotic daring 
which had been accomplished by our revolutionary 
army, but swe let our admiration go no further. 
There it stopped. On our last sabbath of freedom, 
when the foundation was laid of a monument to 
Washington, he had observed with pleasure that 
the surviving soldiers of the Revolution held an 
honorable and conspicuous place assigned them in 
the solemnities of that memorable occasion; the 
same mark of respect was paid them tn all public 
and national eclebrations throughout the country. 
It was rivht; it showed that the nation remembered 
and delivhted to honor their noble sacrifices and 
patriotic deeds; but while we remembered these, 
ought the wives and children of these men to be 
forgotten ? 

Some gentlemen insisted that pensions were a 
mere gratuity: he admitted that in some aspects 
they were a gratuity; but they were also a debt, a 
just and sacred debt: those for whom they were 
provided had a strong demand upon our gratitude 
and affection. And if we respected the soldier, 
who suffered, fought, and died for the country, we 
ought surely to respect those who were dear to 
them, and who formed a part of themselves. What 
could be more gratifying to those late survivors of 
the revolutionary struggle, whose number was so 
much reduced, and who were daily falling into the 
grave, than to know that the country had made an 
honorable provision for those they left behind ? 

Mr. S. would here allude to a public sentiment 
uttered by the late distinguished member from 
Massachusetts, who had lately departed from 
among us, but whose fame was a part of the treas- 
ure of the whole country. It was a sentiment 
beautiful in itsconception, elegant in itsexpression, 
and chaste and classical in tts allusion. It was 
this: ** The living records of the war of the Revo- 
lution, like the booksof the sibyls,as they decrease 
i number they grow in value.” 

Mr. 3., aceording to promise, renewed the call 
for the previous question; but the House refused 
to second it. 

Mr. BOWLIN obtained the floor, and went into 
avery earnest speech in opposition to the amend- 
ment. Ee denounced the existing pension system 
and its gradual extension as an open plundering of 
the treasury. ‘The limitation which had been fixed 
by law for the marriage of those to whom these 
revolutionary pensions were to be allowed had not 
been fixed in an arbitrary manner, but was founded 
in justice and in common sense. It was intended 
as asafeguard to prevent pensions for revolutionary 
services being allowed to those who had not been 
vlive in the tumes of the Revolution. A pension 
was a gratuity, a mere bounty, and nothing else; 
and when pensions were first allowed, they had ac- 
cordingly been carefully guarded by the wisdom 
of our ancestors so as to be given to those only 
who had rendered valuable service to the country, 
and who were in needy circamstances requiring 
public aid. But since then, the system had rone 
on spreading wider and wider, till now pensions 
were paid to men worth halfa million of dollars. 
W hen once the original principle of the limitation 
was departed from, Congress were completely at 
sea; there was no stopping place. If we abandoned 
1800 and came down to 1812, why not come down 
to a period still later? lt was proposed to make a 
leap at once of twelve years and come down to 1812; 
the next he supposed would be some twelve years 
more, and would bring us down to 1824; and so 
we should go on ull we came down at length to 


1848. Why not? 


reason and of justice. 


| would not increase the expenditures of our pension | 
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All the fine things which had been said about 
dipping our arrows and uniting to reward revolu- 
tionary services looked very beautiful on paper; 
but the tax-payers of the country would require 
something more to reconcile them to this open 
plunder of the treasury. But this was only the 
beginning of troubles. The loose verbiage of the 
bill was such as to include almost every being in 
creation. 

Mr. 8S. LAWRENCE, in reply to an inquiry 
made by the gentleman from Missouri, |Mr. Bow- 
Lin,] said the gentleman was entirely mistaken as 
to his having made a speech. He had merely re- 
ported the bill, in obedience to the instructions of * 
the House. 

In reference to the allegations made Ly the gen- 
tleman, that the House were called upon to act 
without information on this subject, and that the 
bill would draw millions of dollars from the treas- 
ury, and give pensions to orphans and children 
and a class of persons heretofore unknown to our 
pension system, Mr. Lawrence desired to say that 
all the intormation he desired had been embodied | 
in a report submitted by him on behalf of the mi- 
nority of the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions, which had been before the House since 
february last. If the gentleman had taken the 
trouble to look at that report, he would have seen 
that his estimate of the amount to be drawn from 
the treasury under this bill was very erroneous. 
Ile was equally mistaken as to other portions of 
the bill. It provided only for the widows of such 
as would be entitled to pensions under existing 
pension laws. It merely extended the limitation 
of the period of the marriage. 

Mr. POLLOCK referred to the previous action 
of the House upon this bill during the present 
session, ithaving been recommitted, when former- 


| ly under consideration, to the Committee on Rev- 


olutionary Pensions, with instructions to report | 
this very bill. Ele had no sympathy with the 
course of the gentleman from Missourn. He did 
not measure his gratitude for the men of the Rev- 
olution by dollars and cents. It wasa debt which 
was due as some small token of our gratitude—not 
a mere donation, as the gentleman represented. 
The gentleman, he thought, had correctly stated 
that he had not minutely examined the bill. In- 
stead of the additional burden of millions which 
he predicted it would throw upon the treasury, it 


system over $200,000, or, at the extreme, over 
$282,000. The report of the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions, who had gone into a minute 
estimate, showed the fact. It extended the revolu- 
tionary pensions to no class of persons who were 
not now entitled to them; but was a mere extension | 
of the period prior to which the marriage must have 
occurred, from 1794 to 1300. 

The gentleman had asked, why limit it to 1800? 
He would reply, why limit the period to 1794, as 
was done by the existing law? The war closed 
and peace was declared in 1783. The reason was, 
that the country remembered with gratitude the 
services of those men who had periled their lives 
and their all in the Revolution; and the reason that 
they vow proposed to extend the period of mar- 
riage to 1800 was, that they retained the memory 
of their services, that the debt of gratitude still 
existed, and they were determined it should be | 
repaid, or rather acknowledged, by this trifling | 
pension to the widows and children of those de- | 
ceased soldiers. He warmly urged the passage of 
the bill. 

Mr. VENABLE expressed himself amused at 
the flourish of trumpets and the high-sounding 
professions of patriotism which gentlemen some- 
times made use of to press bills through this House, 
by the power of excitement and sympathy, which 
could not be passed on calm deliberation. The 
system of pensions was contrary to the genius of 
our Government; the word itself implied it; and 
there ought to be a strong reason for granting a pen- 
sion in any case. A pension was a donation, by 
act of Congress, of that to which the person of his 
own right was not entitled. He did not yield to any 
gentleman in his admiration of, and gratitude to, the || 
soldiers of the Revolution. Those who had served 
their country in that war, who had bared their 
bosoms in her defence, should be paid, and had 
been paid. But why should a woman, who per- 
haps was born since the Revolution, receive a pen- | 
sion for no other reason than that she had com- || 
mitted the very foolish act of marrying an old man ') 
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who had been in the war, and had receiyed * 
pay and pension during his life? Wherever it 
could be distinctly made out that a man or hi 
family were entitled to receive a pension, he wonla 
pay it; but these were not such cases. He y ve 
opposed to establishing a precedent for pension; 
the individuals and their wives and families. to all 
time, who had served in the war of 1812, and of 
the Mexican war. He hoped no such eleemosy. 
nary establishment would be fastened on the tress. 
ury of the United States. He knew that it was 
oe to get up @ prejudice against any may 
who dare oppose such a Will, and that the ery y ag 
raised that he was opposed to the soldier. Fe ye. 
peated that he was as much the soldier’s friend ag 
any gentleman, but he looked also to the great 
body of the tax-payers in the country; and was 
ready to meet the responsibility of opposing the 
establishment of an enormous and unjust pension 
system, the expenditures of which were to | 
drawn from their pockets. 

Mr. CABELL next obtained the floor: anq 
remarking that he was desirous to proceed to other 
business, demanded the previous question, which 
was seconded. 

The main question was ordered; and, being 
taken, the amendment of Mr. Su.vester, to extend 
the period to 1812, was rejected. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 
was subsequently read a third ume and passed: 
Yeas 128, nays 38. 

Mr. 8S. LAWRENCE moved to reconsider the 
vote on the passage of the bill; and— 

On motion of Mr. COLLINS, the motion to re- 
consider was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. 8S. LAWRENCE, the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Pensions was discharged 
from the petitions of Mary Cook, widow of John 
Cook, and of the citizens of Brown county, In- 
diana, in behalf of William Tucker. Laid on the 
table. 

Mr. DONNELL, from the Committee on Rev- 
olutionary Pensions, to which was referred Senate 
bill granting a pension to Abigail Garland, widow 
of Jacob Garland, deceased, reported the same 
back tu the House without amendment. Com- 
mitted. 

Also, from the same committee, reported a bill 
for the relief of Eve Boggs, widow of John Boggs. 

Lead and committed. 

Also, made an adverse report on the petition of 

John England. Laid on the table. 


Mr. FREEDLEY, from the same committee, 
reported bills for the relief of Joseph Dana and for 
the relief of Hannah Kinney. Read and commit- 
ted. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred Senate bill for the relief of Mary Taylor, 
reported the same back to the House without 
amendment. Committed. 


On motion of Mr. FREEDLEY, the Committee 
on Revolutionary Pensions was discharged from 
the petitions of Anne Royal, widow of William 
Royal, and Patience Corbin, and from the affidayit 


a - _ 


e 


|| of Richard Pattison. Laid on the table. 


Also, from the same committee, made adverse 
reports on the petitions of the heirs of Daniel Av- 
ery, Edward Shepherd, John M. Rosebury, and 
Susannah Kimball. Laid on the table. 


Mr. COCKE, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Martha Dameron, widow o 
Christopher Tompkins. Read and committed. 


On motion of Mr. COCKE, the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions was discharged from the 
petition of Joseph Sloan. Laid on the table. 


Mr. STRONG, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports on the petitions of Andrew McKim 
and Robert Perry, heirs of Andrew Snyder, Abi- 
gail Edgerly, and Dickinson Lumpkin. Laid on 
the table. 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred Senate bill for the relief of Thompson 
Hutchinson, reported the same back to the House 
without amendment. Laid on the table. 


Mr. HAMMONS, from the same committee, to 
which was referred Senate bill for the relief of 
Welcome Parmenter, reported the same back to 
the House without amendment. Committed. 


Mr. SILVESTER, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on the petition of the heirs 
of Joseph Plumb. Laid on the table. 


On motion of Mr. SILVESTER, the Commit- 
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on Revolutionary Pensions was discharged 
fom the further consideration of the petition of 
Elizabeth C. Fitzhugh, widow of Peregrine Fitz- 
hugh. Laid on the table. 

“Mr, CUMMINS, from the same committee, to 

a hich was referred Senate bill for the relief of 

vjiyabeth Jones, reported the same back to the 

House without amendment. Laid on the table. 

“Mr. KING, of Georgia, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported a joint resolution relative 
+) steam navigation. | 

The resolution was read twice. 

Mr. KING spoke at length in support of his 
»solution. He traced the progress of the steam 
navigation of Great Britain, from the first success- 
ful voyages of the Sirius and the Great Western to 
the present period, showing the number of steam- 
ers employed in sailing between England and this 
western continent, and the British West India 
islands, together with much valuable statistical in- 
ormation on the same subject, which, he said, 
showed satisfactorily that uot only the safety of 
vur commerce, but of our very seaboard, required 
that we Should encourage steam navigation, that 
wemight be prepared with a pumber of war steam- 
ers in ease Of necessity, afd promote our com- 
merce in time of peace. 

(This speech was exceedingly elaborate, and its 
statisucal character requires its careful revision 
before publication. It will be published in the 
Appendix. | 

Mr. VINTON said this was an important sub- 
ject, and could not, he presumed, be disposed of 
without some debate. He therefore suggested that 
it should be informally laid aside, or be committed 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, that some other business might be taken 
up and completed, He held in his hand the bill 
making appropriations for the army, which it was 
important that he should report, that it might be 
printed, as he proposed to call it up the day after 
to-morrow; and he desired also that the civil and 
diplomatic bill should be passed to-day. He there- 
fore moved that these resolutions be informally laid 
aside, for the reasons which he had indicated. 

Mr. MCCLELLAND objected, and moved their 
committal to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, and that they be printed. 


tee 


Mr. KING said, there was but one resolution | 


of the series which could, with propriety, be sent 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. He referred to that which proposed that 
the Secretary of the Navy should make a tempo- 
rary arrangement with Captain Marshall. The 
other resolutions simply required the Secretary of 
the Navy to advertise for proposals, which should 
be returned to this House at its next session. The 
session Was now drawing to its termination; and, 


of members for a whole session. 


Mr. McCLELLAND replied, that the report 


might have been made at the time mentioned; but 
it was well known that not one tenth of the mem- 
bers ever read the numerous printed reports that 
were laid upon their tables. 


Mr. KING said, that was not his fault, Ifthe 


comunittee had laid all the facts and areuments in 


favor of a 


measure for months together before 


every member of the House, and they would not 


read them, it was their own fault. 
been on the calendar from the 3d of May. 


The bill had 


Mr. VINTON remonstrated. He urged the 


propriety of laying this bill aside informally that, 
the committee might report another appropriation 
bill, and that the general appropriation bill, which 
had been engrossed, might be taken up and passed, 


Mr. KING hoped this would not be done. 
Mr. FICKLIN moved that the bill be referred 


to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


Mr. KING said that if this was done, the bill 


would go into the tomb of the Capulets. He hoped 
| that every friend of our commercial marine, that 

every man who desired to see American interests 

take precedence of those of a foreign nation, would 
| stand up for the bill and resist such a motion. 


Mr. FICKLIN said that the bill or resolution 


provided that the Secretary of the Navy might re- 

; ceive bids for the erection of these steamers, and 
this would come to be pleaded as the ground of 
allowances hereafter, just as had happened in the 
case of the Postmaster General, who had made a 
contract without authority of law, and the con- 
tractors then came and pleaded that in good faith 
Congress was bound to remunerate them; he feared 
a like result in this case. | 


Mr. KING explained. The Secretary was to 


|; make no contract, but only to receive bids, and 


| report them to Congress. 
thorized him to contract temporarily for the use of 
a certain ship, till Congress should have acted on 
the bids made. 


The last resolution au- 


No appropriation was asked. 
Here a great strife arose as to the course of busi- 


ness—some moving to lay aside these resolutions 
informally, others to refer them to a Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, others to | 


| adjourn. 

| Inquiries were pressed on the Chair, and many 

| gentlemen were addressing the Speaker at once; 
until at length— ly 


wuless these resolutions should be now passed, he | 


feared that nothing would be done towards the ac- | 


complishment of the great objects contemplated. 
If they should be sent to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, all hopes would 
beabandoned. He preferred that they should be 
passed over informally, and called up again to- 
tuorrow, 

Mr. McCLELLAND said, the gentleman from 
Georgia would recollect, that at the heel of the last 
session he introduced a proposition that was very 
similar. The consequence was, that very little 
consideration was given to it, and he supposed the 
wembers knew very little about it. There were 
many things in relation to this proposed system 
which he (Mr. McC.) liked very much, but there 
were others that he disliked. He would like, 
therefore, to have these plans laid before the House 
in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
7 nion, where they could go into the merits of 
them. 


oe KING said, the subject was well under- 
Stood, 


Mr. McCLELLAND doubted that, and there- | 


fore he preferred the freedom of debate, which the 
committee would afford, rather than discussion in 
the House, with the restrictions which its rules 
imposed. 

Mr. KING replied, that the gentleman from 
Michigan [Mr. McCie.ianp] was in error as to 
fact; and he was the last man in the House that he 
should expect to make such a mistake. He said 
‘hat a similar measure had been reported at the 
heel of the last session, and passed through the 

louse without being understood. Now, the fact 
Was, that the bill had been reported in May, 1846, 





Mr. VINTON moved to lay the resolution on | 
'| the table; which was carried. 


The committees being, after much objection, 


called on for reports— 


Mr. VINTON asked leave to report back to the 


House the bill making appropriations for the sup- 
port of the army. 


Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, objected to 


| any report out of order. 


Mr. VINTON appealed to the House for leave 
to report the bill, as it was of great importance that 


| it should be acted on. 


Objections being persisted in— 

Mr, FULTON, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported bills for the relief of Susannah 
Prentiss; for the relief of Thomas R. Saunders; 


for the relief of en Blodget; and for the re- 
| lief of Aaron Stafford; which bills were severally 


| question. 


read and committed. 
Also, from the same committee, to which was 


referred Senate bill for the relief of the heirs of 


Moses White, reported the same back to the Flouse 
without amendment. 
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and had been before the House and on the tables || Mr. COLLINS moved to adjourn. Lost. 


Mr. VINTON now, by leave, from the Com- 


mittee of Ways and Means, reported a bill making 
appropriations for the support of the army for the 


year ending 30th June, 1849. 


Read twice and 


committed, 


And then the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, July 19, 1848. 
Mr. DICKINSON presented a memorial from 


Alexander B. Johnson, of New York, complaining 
of the mail being suppressed on Sundays, and 
showing the injury sustained by the commercial 
and trading interests, and the loss to the revenue, 
and asking Congress to remedy the evil; which 
was read, referred to the Committee on the Post 
Otfice and Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 


THE COMPROMISE. 


Mr. CLAYTON rose and said: There may 


possibly be some misapprehension in regard to a 
portion of the remarks made by me yesterday in 
introducing the bill for the organization of Territo- 
rial Governments in Oregon, New Mexico, and 


( 
exist. 


‘alifornia, and I desire to correct it if any such 
The Select Committee desired, and in that 


desire I fully concur, that the bill should speak for 


itself, and that it should be regarded as the expo- 
nent of their views and opinions. 
purpose to submit the remarks which | made yes- 


It was not my 


terday in lieu of a report; nor were they to be 
regarded as tantamount toa report. ‘The bill, I 
repeat, is to speak for itself. It fully reveals the 
sentiments of the committee, and for that very 
reason a formal report was deemed unnecessary. 
I donot know that it is now necessary for me to 
say anything more than to add that a large major- 
ity of the committee decidedly expressed the wish 
that this measure might become a law, with the 
expectation and design that it would prove to be 
an adjustment of the great question now in contro- 
versy between the North and the South, I shall, 
if there be no objection, call up the bill to-morrow, 
and then every member of the committee will have 
an opportunity of expressing his views upon the 
subject—an opportunity of which I design to avail 
myself. 

Mr. CALHOUN. 


I am exceedingly gratified 


| by the explanation of the Senator from Delaware. 


The bill was then read a third time, passed, and | 
returned to the Senate. 
| Also, from the same committee, to which was 


referred Senate bill for the relief of David N. Smith, 
reported the same back to the House without 
amendment. Committed. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan, rose to a privileged 
He moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the House refused to strike out of the bill 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 


_ expenses of the Government for the py ending 


' June 30, 1849, the item for the remova 


of obstruc- 


tions in the Savannah river. 


row. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved, at 
four o’clock, that the House adjourn. Lost. 

Mr. VINTON again appealed to the House to 
suffer the army appropriation bill to be reported. 


|| Objected to. 


{| 


The above motion was laid over until to-mor- | 


Had it not been made, it might have been sup- 
yosed in some quarters that the whole committee 
had concurred in all the particular views which he 


for himself had expressed. I agree with him in tes- 


tifying that it was the unanimous understanding 
of the committee that the bill should speak for 
itself; and I may add, that it was also understood 
by me that this was to be a permanent and not a 
temporary settlement of the whole questiou. 

Mr. KING inquired whether the remarks of the 
honorable Senator from Delaware had been regard- 
ed in the light of a report from the committee, and 
were so recorded on the Journal by the Secretary ? 


The PRESIDING OFFICER replied in the 


negative. 


Mr. PHELPS. I refrained yesterday from 
making any remarks dn reference to what fell from 
the honorable chairman of the Select Committee, 
because I understood it was not to be regarded as 
a report, for which, in all its particulars, the com- 
mittee was responsible. 

Mr. CLAYTON, (in his seat.) Ofcourse not. 

Mr. PHELPS. I am willing to say, however, 
that I concurred in the action of the commiltee. 
In my judgment, the only mode for the adjustment 
of this question has been adopted; and | think I 
can sustain that opinion before the country and my 
constituents, by reasons which | shall take the op- 
portunity of stating hereafter. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I never spoke for any man 
in my life, except at the bar in my professional 
character; never in any public body have I atternpt- 
ed to speak for any one but myself, and I suppose 
all understood that my remarks yesterday were in- 
tended as my speech, and that no man would claim 
it as his. I insist upon it, sir, that it was my 
speech ! 

Here the explanations ended. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, from the Com- 
mittee on Pensions, made an adverse report on the 


memorial of Mehitable Gibbs. 
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Also, from the same committee, an adverse re- 
port on the memorial of Mary Coleman. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill providing for the examina- 
tion and settlement of claims for land at the Sault 
de Ste. Mane, Michigan, accompanied by a report; 
which was ordered to be printed, The bill was 
read a first ime. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
On motion of Mr. DAYTON, 


Kesolvet, That there be printed 250 additional copies of 
Senate document No. 80, prepared by Aaron H. Palmer, 
and that the same be delivered to the said Palmer for his 
Owl tiet 


On motion of Mr. WALKER, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire whether the laws for the organization of 
the Terntory of Wisconsin are or are not stl in existence 
and foree over that portion of said Territory, embraced with- 


in the organized limits of the State of Wisconsin, and if they 
are, toonquire Cortiver tate the expediency of making appro 
poation at the present session of Congress for defraying the 
of said ‘Territory of Wisconsin, and to report to the 


Senute atas early aday as practicable by bill or otherwise. 
Mr. HANNEGAN submitted the following: 


Resolved, Vhats,000 additional copies of Emory’s report 
and ilustrations be printed and bound for the use of the 
Sennt 


Mr. HIALE submitted the following: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be requested to 


erp 


furnish the Senate with the official returns of each of the 
ships of tie line, the fogates, and the sloops of war now tn 
commission, of the puntshmentintheted in each of said ves 
eels te appears by the last return of each. 


The following resolution, submitted yesterday 
by Mr. Davis, of Mi sissippl, was taken up and 
adopied: 


Resolved, Thatthe Secretary of the Senate be directed to 
pay to J.C. Prémont,for lus labor and services, since he left 
the army of the United States, in preparing and compiling 


the map of Oregon and California, as ordered by the Senate 
on the 21 February, 1547, and in drawing up a geographical 
memotwin tlastration of said map: Provided, That the rate 
of poy shall not exeeed that allowed to 8. N. Nicollet, E-q., 
for sitoilar labors and services in preparing and compiling his 
hydrographical and topographical map of the basin of the 
Upper Mississippi 

The joint resolution from the House relinquish- 
ing tothe State of Missouri certain trophies of 
Doniphan’s expedition was read a first and second 
time by its title; when— 

Mr. ATCHISON moved that the ordinary forms 
be dispensed with, and the bill be at once consid- 
ered; which, by unanimous consent, was agreed 
to, 

Mr. BENTON made some remarks descriptive 
of the capture of these cannon, and the uses to 
which they had been applied against the enemy, 
and paid a well-merited compliment to Colonel 
Doniphan and to the gallant officers under his 
command, 

|Mr. Benton could not be distinetly heard in 
the gallery. ] 

Mr. HANNEGAN said he did not know a 
more appropriate occasion than the present to 
inquire into the fate of a certain resolution submit- 
ted by him some three months since in relation to 
a medal to Col. D. and swords to the gallant offi- 
cers who had participated with him in his glorious 
achievements, 

Mr. BENTON replied, the resolution was in his 
hands; and Mr. H. intimated that it had been kept 
there a long time. 

The joint resolution was then read a third time 
and passed. 

On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of the naval appro- 
priation bill. 

‘The amendments made by the committee, stri- 
king out the various items of appropriation for 
marine hospitals, were disagreed to. 

Mr. NILES moved to amend the bill by adding 
the following proviso to the item making appropri- 
ation for the contract for Atlantic steam vessels : 

Provided, That this appropriation shall not be considered 


as approving and ratifying any of said contracts for mail lines 
for a longer period than five years; 


and striking out the provision for an advance of 
$25.000 a month to enable the contractors to pre- 
pare the steamers for the lines. 

Mr. N. said, the clause which he proposed to 
strike out gave authority to loan money to the con- 
tractors for these steam vessels, for the purpose of 
enabling them to carry out these contracts. There 
was no security for the loan; and if persons making 
contracts were to be furnished by Government with 
the capital to carry out their contracts, we may 
expect applicants without number. The adoption 


of this clause in the House had already induced 
the contractors on another line to apply for a sim- 
ilar favor. He had been addressed on the subject. 
Had it been announced that Government wou!d 
supply the capital, he had no doubt that the con- 
tracts might have been made on much lower terms. 
Part of these contracts had been already disposed 
of as a speculation: the contract was originally 
made as a matter of speculation. He spoke against 
the law under which these contracts were made, 
considering it as a bad one for the United States. 
He also adverted to the manner in which the con- 
tracts were given out, so that the present contractor 
obtained his contract for the sum of $45,000 higher 
than the lowest bidder offered, on the ground that 
the lowest offer was for a propeller, which was 
regarded as inferior in speed and safety. He ob- 
jected also to the contract being given for ten years, 
which his amendment proposed to reduce to five 
years, 

Mr. HALE said he had been disposed to look 
on this item as one out of which the public might 
possibly derive some benefit, which was more than 
he could anticipate from most of the other items. 
He did not object to the aid which the bill pro- 
nosed to extend to the contractor in this case: he 
thought it was of little consequence to the Govern- 
ment whether the means were furnished at one 
time or at another. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, called for the spe- 
cial order, and moved that the further consideration 
of this bill be postponed till to-morrow. 

The naval appropriation bill was then postponed 
until to-morrow. 

Mr. WALKEK, on leave, introduced a bill to 
grant to the State of Wisconsin the military reser- 
vation at Fort Winnebago, in said State; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, the 
Senate then proceeded (quarter-past twelve) to the 
consideration of Executive business; and, after 


some time spent therein, the doors were reopened, 
and 


The Senate adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, July 20, 1848. 
The Journal having been read— 
CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 


The SPEAKER said he would proceed to decide | 


the question of order raised last evening upon the 
motion of the gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. 
Srvart.] 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, rose to a question of 
order, and submitted that the gentleman from 
Michigan could not make the motion to reconsider, 
having voted for the motion to strike out. 

The SPEAKER said he would decide that point 
with the other, and proceeded to state the question. 
It was well known to the House that the item in 
the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, which 
provided for the removal of obstructions in the Sa- 
vannah river, had been struck out in Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, and that the 
vote in the House upon concurring in that amend- 
ment was reported on the record—yeas 86, nays 83. 
Of course the amendment was adopted, and the ap- 
propriation strack out. Yesterday, however, the 
gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Sreruens] rose and 
stated that his vote was wrongly entered that he 
voted ** aye”’ instead of ** no,’’ and called for a cor- 
rection, which was accorded to him as his right. 
The vote was then reported yeas 85, nays 84. A 
case then arose under the rule, in which it was the 
duty of the Speaker to settle the question; the 
Speaker voted in the negative, making the vote 
yeas 85, nays 85, whereby the amendment was 
rejected, aad the orig@Mal item, as contained in 
the bill reported by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, was retained. In the mean time, however, 
the bill had teen ordered to be engrossed; a mo- 
tion had been made to reconsider the vote ordering 
the engrossment, and that motion had been laid on 
the table. The gentleman from Michigan [Mr. 
Srvart] had then raised the question of reconsid- 


eration, and moved that the vote by which the | 


House had rejected the amendment of the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, upon the correction of the 
Journal and by the casting vote of the Speaker, be 


reconsidered. A question was then made whether | 


the motion to reconsider could be received. 


The CHAIR now decided that, inasmuc 
when the House ordered the bill to be engrossed 
a provision was not in it which was aftery rds 
put in by the casting vote of the Speaker 

° , 
House was entitled to a new vote upon the 
grossment. The question then arose upon the 
° . 7 tie 
motion to reconsider the vote by which the amend 
ment was rejected. Upon that question the Cha r 
had found but one precedent, being th 
he had last evening referred: 
_ © December 14, 1839. Mr. Mercer, who voted in the af 
firmative of the question, moved that the House do reece. 
sider the vote of yesterday on the proposition of Mr. Wie 
‘That the credentials of the following named members’ 
John B. Aycrigg, John P. B. Maxwell, William Halsted’ 
Charles C, Stratton, and Thomas Yorke,’ are sufficiey m4 
entitle them to take their seats in the House; leayiny » 


: > - the 
question of contested election to be afterwards decided by 
the House.” ; 


"The Chairman decided, that as the vote proposed to be 
reconsidered was a tie vote, in consequence of which th 
proposition was lost, he did not consider the motion in or. 
der. The rule provides that ‘when a motion has been onee 
made and carried in the athrmative or negative, it shall be 
in order for any member of the majority to move for the ro. 
consideration thereof.? There was no majority on either 
side of the question ; and he did not, therefore, think tho 
rule applied to the case. No motion to reconsider a fis 
vote would be in order on either side.”’ 

(The record further states that an appeal being 
taken by Mr. Mercer, the decision of the Chair 
was sustained: Yeas 147, nays 64.] 

The CHAIR would state to the House, how- 
ever, that this decision was made under very pe- 
culiar circumstances, arising out of the case of the 
contested election from New Jersey, and while 
there was noregularly elected Speaker in the chair, 
The Chair had no hesitation in saying he differed 
from the decision in this case. His own opinion 
was, that a fair construction of the rule was, that 


h as 


the 
en. 


at to which 


| any one who voted with the prevailing side had the 


right to move a reconsideration. This, he thought, 
was the spirit of the rule. 

The CHAIR, therefore, decided that the motion 
to reconsider the vote by which the amendment 
was rejected could be made, but must be made by 
a gentleman who had voted with the prevailing 
side; if, therefore, the gentleman from Michigan 
had voted in the negative, his motion was in order. 
It appeared that Mr. Stuart had not so voted; 

ut— 

Mr. CLARK, of Maine, rose and stated he had 
voted in the negative, and moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the amendment was lost. 

The motion was received, and the question upon 
it was announced, 

Mr. BURT rose to inquire whether, in order to 
get at the question of reconsideration, it was not 
necessary that the House, by its vote, should re- 
fuse to order the bill to be engrossed? 

The SPEAKER said the question of engross- 
ment, owing to these mistakes, was now open, 
and after the reconsideration shall have been dis- 
posed of, the question would recur on the engross- 
ment of the bill. 

Mr. KAUFMAN moved the previous question. 

Mr. POLLOCK moved to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table. 

Mr. VENABLE called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. CHASE moved a call of the House, and 
demanded the yeas and nays thereon, which were 
ordered; and, being taken, resulted thus: Yeas 85, 
nays 95. So the call was refused. 

The question then recurred on the motion to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table, on which the 
yeas and nays were: Yeas 96, nays 92. So the 
motion to reconsider was laid on the table. 

The question was stated on the engrossment of 
the bill. 

Mr. VINTON moved the previous question, 
which was seconded, and, under the operation 
thereof, the bill was ordered to be engrossed, and, 
being engrossed, was read a third time. 

Mr. VINTON moved to reconsider the vote or- 
dering the bill to be engrossed, and also moved to 
lay that motion on the table; which latter motion 
was agreed to. 

The question was then stated on the passage of 
the bill. ; 

Mr. VINTON moved! the previous question, 
which was seconded, and, under the operation 
thereof, the bill was rejected by yeas and nays, a8 
follows: 


YEAS—Messers. Adams, Barringer, Belcher, Blanchard, 
Boydon, Brady, Buckner, Butler, Cabell, Canby, Chapman, 
Clingman, Cocke, Cranston, Crisfield, Crozier, Dickey, 
Dixon, Donnell, Daniel Duncan,Edwards, Alexander Evans, 
Nathan Evans, Fisher, Flournoy, Freedley, Fulton, Ge® 
Goggin, Gott, Gregory, Hale, Hilliard, Isaac E. olmes, 
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ard, Hunt, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, | 
Ww. Jones, Kellogg, Thomas B. King, Daniel P. King, | 
Lincoln, Maclay, McClelland, H. Mann, Marsh, 
‘2 Nelson, Newall, Nicoll, Outlaw, Peck, Pollock, 
M sn Reynolds, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, St. 
oe Shepperd, Sherrill, Silvester, Truman Smith, Stan- 
«an, stephens, Charles E, Stuart, Strong, ‘Tallmadge, Taylor, 
Thibodeaux, James Thompson, Thurston, Tompkins, Tuck, 
Van Dvke, Vinton, and Ww arren—77. | , 
NAYS—Messrs. Atkinson, Bayly, Bedinger, Bingham, 
pocack, Rowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Brodhead, William G. 
frown, Albert G. Brown, Burt, Catheart, Chase, Franklin 
Clark, Beverly L. Clarke, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. 
Copp, Collins, Crowe il, Cummins, Daniel, Darling, Dickin- 
con, Dunn, Eckert, Edsall, Embree, Faran, Farrelly, Feath- 
erston, Fieklin, Fries, Gentry. Giddings, Green, Willard 
p. Hail, James G. Hampton, Moses Hampton, Haralson, 
Harmauson, Harris, Hill, Elias B. Holmes, George 8. Hous- 
in, Inge, Irvin, Iverson, Jameson, Jenkins, Andrew Jobn- 
con, Rovert W. Johnson, G. W. Jones, Kaufman, Kennon, 
Lahm, La Sére, Sidney Lawrence, Ligon, Lord, Lynde, 
MeClernand, McDowell, Mcllvaine, McKay, Job Mann, 
Meade, Miller, Morris, Mullin, Nes, Peaslee, Petric, Pettit, 
peyton, Phelps, Pillsbury, Putnam, Rhett, Richardson, 
Richey, Root, Sawyer, Schenck. Simpson, Smart, Stark- 
weather, Strohm, Thomas, Jacob ‘Thompson, Robert A. 
Thompson, William Thompson, Turner, \ enable, Wallace, 
Wentworth, Wick, Wiley, Williams, and Wilmot—100. 


Hubb 
John 
Levin, 


So the general appropriation bill was rejected. 


Mr. FICKLIN moved to reconsider the above 
yote, and to lay that motion on the table. 

(Much confusion and great sensation in the 
House. 

Mr. dons, and several other gentleman earn- 
estiy remonstrated with Mr. Fickiin, and urged 
him to withdraw this motion. 

Mr. FICKLIN, after a pause, said that his own 
mind was in favor of adhering to the motion he 
had made, but, as many of his political friends 
around him thought differently, he would with- 
draw it, 

The motion having been withdrawn— 

Mr. COBB moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill had been rejected. He said that he 
made this motion in good faith, and if it was car- 
ried, he should follow it up by another to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill had been ordered 
to be engrossed, in order that it might be recom- 
mitted tothe Committee of Ways and Means, and 
put into such a shape as would meet the views of 
amajority of the House. 

Mr. PETTIT moved that the motion to recon- 
sider be laid upon the table. 

On this motion the yeas and nays were ordered, | 
and being taken, resulted: Yeas 20, nays 151. 

So the House refused to lay the motion to recon- | 
sider on the table. 

Mr. VINTON said the bill upon which the | 
House had just voted, with the exception of a 
very few items, viz: those providing for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, for a custom-house at Charles- 
ton, and for the removal of obstructions in the 
Savanah river; with these exceptions, he thought | 
this bill was composed of those appropriations 
which had been recommended by the Executive 
as necessary to carry on the Government. | 

Mr. FICKLIN said, in addition to the items | 
the gentleman had named, there were the appro- | 
priations for this city. | 

Mr. VINTON replied he had spoken of the ap- 
propriations for the District, which of course inclu- || 
ded those for the city. He did not know why \ 
this vote had been given, especially by gentlemen | 
on the other side of the House. | 

Mr. GENTRY desired to say to the gentleman | 
from Georgia, [Mr. Coss,] who had intimated | 
that his (Mr. G.’s) side of the House had made 
such a bill as that they were unwilling to take the 
responsibility of voting for it, that the gentleman, 
he presumed, misapprehended the motives of those | 
on his side of the Hovis who had voted against it. 
He (Mr. G.) had voted against it because he per- | 
ceived that the friends of the Administration on | 
the other side manifested a very strong disinclina- | 


| 
\ 
| 


tion for the Administration to have these appro- || 


Priations, and he thought it was not the duty of 4 
gentlemen on his side of the House to force them | 
upon them. 

Mr. COBB understood that the majority of this | 

ouse were with the gentleman from Tennessee, | 
and upon that majority rested the responsibility of 
passing the necessary appropriations to carry on 
the Government. He Mr. &) had voted against 
the bill because of the objectionable features placed | 
in it by the gentleman from Tennessee and his | 
friends, 

Mr. VINTON resumed the floor. He was go- | 


THE 


in this bill had been recommended by the Execu- 


tive as necessary to carry on the Government. If 


there were no objectionable items in the bill; if there 
were none which gentlemen felt themselves com- 
pelled to vote against upon constitutional grounds, 
why, then, the only excuse for gentlemen on the 
other side of the House voting against the bill must 
be, that they were satisfied that the Government did 
not want the means—that the Government had 
means enough to carry on its operations without 
the bill. And if gentlemen on the other side of the 
House thought they could get along without the 
appropriations proposed, he did not know that they 
on this side were bound to force them upon them. 
The Government was in their hands, and if they 
thought the recommendations of the Executive of 
appropriations necessary to carry on the Govern- 
ment should be rejected, he did not know any rea- 
son why those who stood in opposition to the Ad- 
ministration should not reject them also. If, on 
the contrary, this bill was voted against upon the 
ground that there was an item in it for the improve- 
ment of the Savannah river, which involved a con- 
stitutional question, then in respect to that he had 
to say that the recorded votes of this House—of 
gentlemen on the other side of the House—showed 
that there was a very large number of those who 
had no constitutional scruples or difficulties. This, 
then, would not account for their votes. Those 
who had no constitutional scruples in legislating 
for the improvement of harbors and rivers, could 
not protect themselves against this vote under this 
pretext. Now, that being the position of things, 
the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Coss] proposed 
to recommit this bill—if, indeed, it would be in the 
power of the House or the committee to amend 
it, In case it was recommitted. The gentleman 
proposed to recommit it for the purpose of enabling 





| the Committee of Ways and Means to get rid of 


this item. He would only say that the Committee 
of Ways and Means had originally put that item 


| into the bill; whether it was right or wrong, hedid 


not now propose to discuss. That which had been 


| done, had been the subject of more than one vote 


of this House; the action of that committee had 
been affirmed by the action of this House more 
than once; and if the bill should be recommitted 
without instructions to strike out this item, under 
these circumstances, as one member of that com- 
mittee, (for he spoke for no one else,) he was not 
disposed to strike it out. He only regretted that 
the motion of his friend from Kentucky, to put 
into the bill the Mississippi and Ohio rivers, had 
not prevailed. 

Mr. McCLELLAND remarked, that the gentle- 


| man had spoken of this provision for the Savannah 


river having been voted on several times, and of 
the Committee of Ways and Means being sustained 
by the House. Now, he wished to ask this ques- 
tion: In Committee of the Whole, had not the 
Whigs voted against the appropriation contained 
in this item, and then recorded their votes for it in 
the House? 

Mr. VINTON. I don’t know how it was. 

Mr. McCLELLAND. Can the gentleman ac- 


|| count for it? 


Mr. VINTON had no recollection ebout it; he 
did not know; it might be that what the gentleman 
inquired about was correct, or that it was incor- 
rect. But when acting here in this House, they 
did not take notice of what was done in committee; 
the record showed what the House did when called 

| upon solemnly to record their votes upon the yeas 
| and nays, 
| He had only risen for the purpose of saying, 
| that unless the committee were instructed from the 
House to strike that item out of the bill, as one 


'| member of the Committee of Ways and Means, 


| (and he spoke for no one else, because he had had 
no consultation about it,) under the circumstances 
of the case, he should not feel himself authorized 
to attempt to do it, if it was in the power of the 
committee. 

Mr. McKAY said, the chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means, in the remarks he had 
| submitted to the House, had stated some very ex- 





1 traordinary propositions. The gentleman had been 


| placed at the head of the committee whose duty it 
| was, by the rules of the House, to report all bills 
| necessary to make requisite appropriations for the 
| support of the Government. During this session, 
} 


: '| the bill which was now under consideration—and 
ing on to say, that, with the exception of the items || the object of which was to make appropriations 
which he had enumerated, he believed everything |) for the whole civil list, including not only the items 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


necessary for the Executive, the administration of 
the Government, upon which the gentleman laid 
so much stress, but for the other branches of the 
Government—the judiciary, marshals, attorneys, 
jurors, and even for their own pay a& members, 
and of the clerks, pages, and attendants upon the 
two Houses of Congress—had been reported to 
the House; and yet the gentleman had risen in his 
place, and with great gravity announced to the 
House and the country, that if they on this side 
were perfectly satisfied that the Executive had 
now at his disposal unexpended balances sufficient 
to carry on the Government, why, forsooth, he 
would be content that this bill should be lost. The 
gentleman, standing here in this House as the pro- 
per organ of the majority—a majority which were 
responsible for carrying all these bills providing 
for the support of the Government—rose here and 
made this annunciation to the country! Why, did 
not the gentleman tell the House a few days ago, 
and did he not make it the basis of an appeal to 
the House to remain in session and act upon this 
bill and pass it, that the necessary appropriations 
for the support of the Government were some of 
them exhausted; that he had received letters from 
marshals scattered all over the country, complain- 
ing that the appropriations for judicial expenses 
were exhausted, and calling upon Congress imme- 
diately to pass a bill, in order that the courts of the 
country could continue to be holden? And he 
now told those who were in the minority, perfectly 
powerless, if they believed that there were appro- 
priations already sufficient, he and gentlemen who 
acted with him were content that the bill should 
be lost, although they were responsible for the 
passage of all the necessary appropriations to carry 
on the Government! 

Now, he would tell gentlemen what they on his 
side of the House were willing todo. It was well 
known to all the old members here—he appealed 

| to them all, he appealed to the distinguished gen- 
| tleman himself who was at the head of the Com- 
| mittee of Ways and Means, whether, in the course 
| of the twenty years and over in which the gentle- 
man had been a member of this House, he had 
ever seen a single civil and diplomatic appropria- 
| tion bill in which an item lke the present, for the 
improvement of the Savannah river—which formed 
| the only obstacle to the passage of this bill—had 
been included? He asked the gentleman if there 
| was any precedent that would at all justify it? Du- 
ring the seventeen years in which he (Mr. McK.) 
had been a member of the House, he had never 
known such an instance. This item, as a friend 
| on his left suggested, had been placed in the bill in 
violation of the positive rule of the House. The 
rules expressly provided that there should be dif- 
ferent bills; they did not, like the British Parlia- 
ment, in one single act make appropriations for all 
the different departments of the Government. The 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill provided for 
all the objects of civil expenditure; the army bill 
for the military expenditures, and so on of the 
Indian bill, the navy bill, the pension bill, the forti- 
fication bill, and the West Point Academy bill; 
they were all intended to provide for their peculiar 
departments of the Government. There were here 
the most minute subdivisions; and this was a 
| familiar fact not only to the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, but to every gentle- 
man inthis House. They had their harbor and 
river improvement bills also; and if it was the 
| purpose of the majority to pass duririg the present 
session a bill making appropriations for objects of 
internal improvement, why had the Savannah river 
alone been selected and placed in this bill with the 
civil and diplomatic appropriations of this Govern- 
ment? Had it been recoramended ? 

The gentleman had told them that every single 
item in this bill except the appropriation for the 
District of Columbia, for the custom-house at 

| Charleston $100,000, and $50,000 for the Savan- 
| nah river, was upon the recommendation of the 
| Executive Department. They interposed no ob- 
| jection. However exceptionable many of them 
| considered a great many of the sections in this 
_ bill, yet they were all dispaned to give up their 
| objections and vote for the bill, if. they would 
| leave out these appropriations which had been 
put in out of place. Was there any precedent 
at all for involving a grave constitutional ques- 
tion, upon which the two parties of the coun- 
were divided, for pressing into this bill—for 
i which all were disposed to vote—items which 
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many of them believed to be unconstitutional? If 
gentiemen chose to take the responsibility; if they 
were disposed to prostitute the rules of the House 
to party purposes, let the responsibility rest on 
them. He sow proposed to them, that there might 
be no delay upon the passage of this bill—there 
should be none interposed on the part of his 
triends—that they should agree to reconsider the 
votes on the passage of this bill and on ordering it 
to be engrossed, and that it should be recommitted 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, with specific mstrucuions to report forth- 
with—it could be done in twenty minutes—a bill 
containing every single secuon which the majority 
of the committce had put in, leaving out the single 
item relating to the Savannah river, Could any 
ventleman object to that? 

‘The eentleman from Ohio had told the House 
that the acuon of the Committee of Ways and 
Means had been alirmed by several successive 
votes of this House. His friend from Michigan 
{| Mr. McCiecianp] had well reminded the gentle- 
man of the acuon of the Committee of the Whole 
state of the Union. What was that action? 
When the motion was made by his colleague [Mr. 
Venab.e) to strike out this nem, what was the 
voter ‘There were not more than thirty-odd who 

vod against striking it out; the committee were 


on the 


nearly unanimous; and when it was brought into 
this Hlouse, upon the call of the yeas and nays, 
the action of the Committee of the Whole was 
concurred in, and the item excluded, It was true, 
on a succeeding day it was ascertain d that there 
was a clerical error, and, by the casting vote of the 
Speaker, the amendment “was reject d, and the 
item restored by Line extraordinary interposition 
of the one-man power, about which gentleman 
talked so much, By this means alone the appro- 
pe jation was saved, 

‘The SPEAKER interposed, and wished to be 
dlowed to state, that the Spe aker had voted accord- 
img to the rules of the House, and not by any ex- 
traordinary proceeding. 

Mr. McK AY concluded by saying that he would 
now, or when it was in order, propose to recom- 
mit the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the 
siute of the Union, with instructions to report the 
ame back to the House, with the exception of the 
sinvle paragraph relative to the Savannah river. 

‘The question sull remaining on the motion to 
reconsider— 

Mr. HEH}UDSON remarked that the gentleman 
from North Carolina had told them that this whole 
proceeding was very extraordinary in its character, 
and had appealed to the chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means to answer whether he had 
ever known a parallel case. 
course, Was not acquainted with the proceedings 
of the House to the extent his friend was. He 
could not, therefore, speak of the gentleman’s ex- 
Dut he could speak of his own experi- 
ence and Sbservation; and, as far as they extended, 
he ventured to say they corresponded wiih the 
experience and observation of gentlemen who had 
been there twice or three times as long. Hle ad- 
mitted that this case was extraordinary in its char- 
acter. In the first place, it was rather an extraor- 
dinary circumstance, that, by somewhat fortunate 
or unfortunate circumstances, his party should 
happen to have a majority of the House merely 
nominal, when the nunority (if minority it were) 
were the friends of the Administration, and when 
they in fact hud a majority in every other branch 
of the Government but the House of Representa- 
tives. ‘he proceedings in this case were eXtraor- 
dinary in other respects. He had never seen a 
nunorty here, whether friendly or opposed to the 
Administration, throwing themselves in solid pha- 
lanx, as gentemen on the other side had done this 
morning, against an appropriation bill which they 
knew was necessary to be passed in order to carry 
on the Government. 

Mr. STUART, of Michigan, desired to correct 
the gentleman's statement. ‘here were gentlemen 
on his side of the Llouse—and he was among the 
number—who had voted for this bill, and against 
laying the motion to reconsider on the table, and 
had given every vote they had been calied upon to 
give for passing the appropriations necessary lo 
sustain the Government. 

Mr. HUDSON wished to do justice to the other 
side of the House. Asa body, as a party, almost 
ina solid phalanx, they had voted as he had ex- 
pressed; and there were even some of the genile- 


y* ricnee, 


He, (Mr. H.,) of 


men, who were members of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, who had given their votes with 
the majority on that side. He did not intend to 
say there were not exceptions, and the gentleman 
from Michigan no doubt was one. 

The gentleman from North Carolina had also 
excused the course pursued by his friends on that 


side of the House by saying that this amendment | 
in relation to the Savannah river had been intro- | 


duced into the bill contrary to the rules of the 
House, and that, although the rule required them 
to confine themselves in the general appropria- 
tion bills to appropriations already authorized by 
law, and to refrain from anything like general 
legislation. Now, he presumed it was well known 
to all those who had paid any attention at all to 
the subject, that his friend from North Carolina, 
when chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, had introduced more provisions of a gen- 
eral character—more of general legislation into the 
general appropriation bills—than all others which 
had been introduced since the establishment of the 
Government; and he knew that during the present 
session the gentleman had been an advocate for the 
same policy, and, instead of differing from the com- 
mittee in wishing to go beyond the mere appropri- 
ations of money, the gentleman had, in the House 
and everywhere, gone beyond him who had gone 
farthest in introducing general legislation into ap- 
propriation bills. Proviso after proviso was found 
in all the appropriation bills which had been passed 
while the gentleman was chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. McK AY explamed that the object of every 
single proviso which had been introduced into any 
of the appropriation bills reported while he was at 
the head of that committee, was either to limit or 
to regulate the expenditures of the public money. 
‘There was not one which at all involved the prin- 
ciple of this amendment. They had always made 
it a rule—and they had even left out a great many 
clerks on this ground—never to put in any appro- 
priation not authorized by law. Many of these 


appropriations which the gentleman found in the | 


bill had been put in by the Senate. 

Mr. HUDSON had also been informed—and 
his recollection corresponded with the fact—that 
not ouly in this bill, where it was pretended there 
was something unconstitutional in the provision 
for internal improvements, but in the navy appro- 
priation bill, where there was no such question of 
constitutionality, gentlemen on the other side of 
the House had pursued the same course in voting 
against the bill. 

But another thing. The gentleman from North 
Carolina, in the last Congress, when chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, upon a com- 
mittee of conference, agreed to introduce into the 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill the sum of 
$3,000,000 to be paid to Mexico, which was cer- 
tainly as foreign from a civil appropriation bill as 
the improvement of the Savannah river was to the 
bill now under consideration; and certainly if it 
was constituuional to appropriate three millions to 
buy worthless territory in Mexico, to be a bone 
of contention in this House and the country, he 
should think it equally constututional to remove 
obstructions which the Government itself had 
placed in a river in our Own country. 

Mr. McKAY said the three million appropri- 
ation was made in a separate bill, and was not the 
subject of a conference at all. 

Mr. HUDSON was aware of all the facts in 
relation to the bill. Ele knew it had passed this 
Hlouse with a certain proviso which gentlemen 
wished to get rid of; and, as a member of this 
House upon a committee of conference, the gen- 
tleman with his colleague agreed to put it into the 
civil and diplomatic bill, that in that way they 
might vet rid of the proviso. He spoke advisedly. 
He knew what the facts were. It was a separate 
bill which was passed; and the gentleman agreed 
to take up this separate bill, which had passed one 
branch, and leave out one important provision, 
and put the appropriation into the general appro- 
priation bill, in the grossest violation of the rule. 

Mr. McK AY inguired if he understood the gen- 
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tleman from Massachusetts as charging that he, | 


(Mr. McK.,) as a member of any committee of 
conference, had agreed to any report, which report 
had subsequently been submitted to the House, 


by which the three millions of dollars were put 


into the general apppropriation bill? 
Mr. LLUDSON replied that he had not said that 
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the appropriation was reported to this House. He 
had said it was agreed to in committee, and would 
have been reported if that gentleman had not iy 4 
informed, that if he was guilty of an outrace | 
that, the civil appropriation bill would jot | 


! 
Ke 


passed. - 


Mr. McKAY. Were you a member of tha, 
comniittee ¢ 

Mr. HUDSON replied, that he knew the fae 
and he asked the gentleman if what he said was 
not true? He could bring two men who would 
take their oath that it was. 

Mr. McKAY. Bring as many as you please, 
I am not going to tell what took place in the coin. 
mittee of conference. I admit that proposition was 
discussed, but was never passed upon; and [ hoid 
the three million bill in my hand, by which that 
a go was made in a separate bill. 

Mr. HUDSON had said nothing that he wished 
to qualify or take back. He had said it was no, 
reported to this House, but he had the express 
declaration of a member of that committee that (ie 
agreement was made in the committee, in the eye). 
ing, to report the appropriation the next morning, 
and it was only in consequence of the fact that |je 
had stated that the committee came together—a 
portion of them—and reconsidered their doings, 

Mr. McKAY said that the conferees neve, 
agreed to any such thing. It was the subject of 
conversation with them. 

Mr. HUDSON stated that he had the declara- 
tion of responsible witnesses to the contrary. He 
would ask the gentleman if he did not advocate 
and vote in the committee of conference for incoy- 
porating this $3,000,000 appropriation into the 
general appropriation bill? 

Mr. McKAY. I do not recollect about that. 
[ Laughter. } 

Mr. HUDSON said, the gentleman had alluded, 
in the course of his remarks, to the one-man power 
which had been exercised here this morning. He 
had information from one or two sources, that 
there was another one-man power which might be 
felt if this bill passed in its present form, and that 


_it was held up to members of this House to in- 


fluence them to vote for the recommitment of this 
bill, that this objectionable feature might be stricken 
out. Now, he was willing, for one, to vote for 
the bill as it now stood. He would vote to carry 
the bill through; and he hoped that gentlemen who 
were in favor of giving the Government the neces- 
sary means to carry on its operations, and that 
every one who was in favor ofa system of internal 
improvements, would stand by and help to pass 
this bill, with the item for the Savannah river in it; 
and if the President of the United States wanted to 
exercise his one-man power and return the bill 
with his objections, let him do it. He was per- 
fectly prepared to meet that case, and when it came 
up, he would pursue that course of policy which 
he thought wisest and best. He was not to be 


| intimidated by the Executive threats, if they came 


by authority. That functionary might intimaic 
to members of this House, or might send his 
Cabinet ministers here, as he had done heretofore, 
to electioneer for him; for himself, he was disposed 
to exercise his own judgment, and to vote for every 
bill which the interests of the country demanded, 
notwithstanding the President might be disposed 


' to send down in advance intimations that Ite shiould 


object to it. If the Executive saw fit to exercise 
his constitutional right to veto this appropriation 
bill, let him take the responsibility if he dared. It 
was said he would do it; but he would not do tt. 
He undoubtedly would not veto a bill of this de- 
scription. Did any one suppose that the President 
of the United States, at the close of a long session, 
when appropriations were necessary, and large 
appropriations, to carry on the Government, would 
take the responsibility of vetoing an appropriation 
bill because there was one item in it which he did 
not exactly approve? 

Mr. TURNER inquired if that clause was not 
put in and continued in the bill with the view of 
provoking a veto, or of placing the President in an 
inconsistent position ? 

Mr. HUDSON replied that he could not answer 
for other gentlemen in the House who had voted 
for that measure, but he could say for himself that 
the thought had never come into his mind. The 
suggestion had not been made in the Committee of 
Ways and Means, directly or indirectly, to his 
knowledge; and according to his best belief, (for 


| he knew nothing of the fact,) it had no place in 


th 


in 
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Mr. TURNER inquired of the gentleman further, 
why the Mississippi and Ohio rivers had not been 
atin likewise, for they stood precisely in the same 
_ gition as the Savannah river? Works had been 
sommenced and not completed in these rivers. 

Mr. HUDSON said that this case seemed to him 


eculiar. Here were obstructions placed in the 


Savannah river by the Government itself; in the | 
other cases, the obstructions were placed there by | 


Nature. 


onees 


He would relieve gentlemen’s anxiety at | 
they could come forward and vote for this | 


pill with perfect propriety, for the Baltimore reso- | 
jytions only bound them against a general system | 


of internal improvements. Now, this was not one 
of the system. [Laughter.] 

Mr. TURNER again rose, but 

Mr. HUDSON declined further to yield, and 
said he would answer the gentleman’s question. 


Gentlemen need not trouble themselves with scru- | 
Jes about this appropriation; it was not in conflict | 


They alluded to | 


with the Baltimore resolutions. 


a general system of internal improvements. Now | 


here was one solitary item which could not by any 


possible construction he considered a system or a | 


art of asystem. 


He submitted, theretore, to his | 


Yemocratic abstractionist friends, whether this dis- | 
tinction was not satisfactory? This work stood by | 
itself, having no analogy to any other improve- | 


ment, and could not be considered to belong to a 
system of internal improvements. 
Mr. MEADE wished to know whether the gen- 


tleman and his party had heard that the President | 


would veto a bill with this clause after they had 
voted in committee to strike it out? 

Mr. HUDSON would answer the gentleman 
very cheerfully, and perhaps he could not better 


do it than by relating an anecdote which had fallen | 


under his own observation: A man who was a lit- | 
tle intoxicated—he did not intend to apply that | 
remark to his friend from Virginia [a laugh ]—was | 
asked by another man if he could answer a certain | 


question. He told him to propose his question 
and he would see. The question was propounded. 
The reply was, **1 can answer that. It is very 
easily answered and very foolishly asked.’? Now, 
whether he had heard that remark one minute be- 
fore or one minute after the vote in committee, was 
of no consequence whatever. If that threat was 
made to this House, he condemned it, when or by 
whom it was brought. 

Mr. MEADE understood the gentleman to in- 
sinuate that his question was very foolishly asked, 
ja !augh;] that it had no application to the case. 

Mr. HUDSON said he had made no insinua- 
tion. He had simply related an anecdote. [Re- 
newed laughter. } 

Mr. MEADE would only reply to the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts that the question was 
very pertinent; for if the gentleman and his party 
had learned that the President would veto the bill 
with this item, after the vote had been taken in 


committee, it explained very readily the difference | 


between the votes of gentlemen on that side of the 
House in committee and in the House. 

Mr. VINTON desired to know from the gentle- 
man from Virginia if the President of the United 
States had given out in advance that he would veto 
a bill now pending before this body ? 

Mr. MEADE replied that he could not answer 
the gentleman, for he did not know. 

Mr. BAYLY, (in his seat.) It will be an- 
swered, 

Mr. MEADE, So I see that gentlemen on the 
other side of the House can ask very foolish and 
impertinent questions. 

Mr. HUDSON could only say it was since the 
last vote was taken that the information had been 
conveyed to him. Of course it had had no influ- 
ence on him, because he had not voted since. It 
would not have had, if he had heard it before the 
vote, and he did not conceive that it could have 
had any influence on the members of this House 
generally. He should not deviate one-eighth of a 
hair from all the threats of Executive power which 
might be made. This influence, in fact, was not 
to be felt on this side of the House, but on the other 
side, and it was to save the President, he appre- 
hended, from the dilemma of vetoing an appropri- 
ation bill, that his friends had rallied around him 
with so much earnestness this morning. 

Mr. CLARKE, of Kentucky, understood that a 
number of years ago an appropriation had been 
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considerations which had led to its introduction | 


made by this Government to construct a dam at 
the head of Cumberland Island, in the Ohio river; 
that that dam was partly constructed, and left in 
that condition, and that it had now been partially 
washed away, thus obstructing to some extent the 
navigation of that river. He asked the gentleman 
to draw the distinction between the obstruction in 
the Savannah and the Ohio, and to account how it 
was that this bill had incorporated into it an appro- 
priation for the Savannah and not for the Ohio? 

Mr. VINTON inquired if the gentleman did not 
vote against that very appropriation ? 

Mr. CLARKE replied that he did, and always 
should. That did not answer his question. 

Mr. HUDSON had two answers: the case of 
the Chio river was not parallel to that of the Sa- 
vannah, because the works had not been put in 
the former as obstructions. Again, in the one 
place, Congress had the power, and in the other 
they would run directly against the Baltimore res- 
olutions, because the improvement of the Ohio 
river was part of the system. 

Mr. CLARKE asked if the gentleman was gov- 
erned by the Baltimore resolutions? 

Mr. HUDSON replied in the negative, but that 
they seemed to operate very powerfully upon the 
other side of the House, and that they had no 
reason to complain at being required to stand by 
them. 

Mr. CLARKE again requested the gentleman to 
state the difference between the appropriation for 
the Savannah and the Ohio rivers? 

Mr. HUDSON had already answered. The 
obstructions in the Savannah were placed there as 
obstructions, whereas the works in the Ohio river 
were designed to facilitate navigation. 

Mr. CLARKE, ‘They are now obstructions. 

Mr. HUDSON said that was because the gen- 
tleman’s President had vetoed a bill which, if it 
had become a law, would have raised the dam, 


| which the gentleman now considered an obstruc- 


tion, up to the contemplated height, and thereby 
would have facilitated instead of injured commerce. 
Mr. BAYLY said, it was not often that he dif- 


fered with his friend from North Carolina, [Mr. 
| McKay;] but he differed with him at this time in 
| some of the statements he had made. 


The gentle- 


| man has said that the appropriation for removing 
| obstructions from the Savannah river was out of 


| which it would be tedious to enumerate. 


place in the civil and diplomatic bill, and that it 
had been placed there against all precedent. 


judges, marshals, jurors, and other civil officers, 
Surely 
an appropriation for a harbor improvement has no 
legitimate place in such a bill. Such an appro- 
priation belongs to the river and harbor bill, in 
which it even now is placed, and in which it has 
always been placed before. In form, the gentle- 


| man is right as to the second part of his statement. 


the Executive. 
doing being unusual, it is in strict keeping with | 
their constant policy under similar circumstances. || 
It is in perfect accordance with their policy in | 


He believed that the records of the Government 
would be searched in vain for a similar appropria- 
tion in the civil and diplomatic bill. But, in spirit, 
the gentleman is wrong. 


were in a majority in Congress, and differed from 
So far from what they are now 


1842. It will be recollected, at that time they re- 
pealed the law providing for the collection and 


| safe-keeping of the revenue before they passed any 
| other-—as was believed at the time, and as the cir- 


cumstances justified the country in believing, for 
the purpose of coercing Mr. Tyler to sign a bank 
bill, which was the only substitute they meant to 
offer for the bill they had precipitately repealed. 
The natural and usual order of things is, to repeal 
the existing law by the statute substituting another. 
But, in this case, they repealed the existing law 
first, without at the same time substituting another, 


with the view of forcing the Executive either to | 


sign the bank bill, which was the only substitute 


| they would offer, and thus perjure himself, or leave 
| the finances, in the werds of their leader, in “* a 


| Jawless condition.’’ 


And, in the bill raising rev- 


| enue to keep the wheels of Government in moticn, 


they inserted a clause out of place, and having no 


proper connection with the bill, to repeal the pro- | 


vision in the distribution law providing for its sus- 


He 
agreed with him entirely in the first part of the | 
statement. The title of the bill indicates its object. | 
It is to provide for the civil list—to make appro- 
priations to pay your foreign ministers, your | 


This form of legislation | 
| has always been adopted whenever the Whigs | 
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pension whenever the rate of duties under the tariff 
should exceed twenty per cent. That provision 
was inserted in the act by Whig votes—without 
them, it could not have been inserted. It was 
known that Mr. Tyler was thoroughly committed 
to that provision, and against its repeal, as Mr. 
Polk is now against appropriations for internal 
improvement, and that he would veto any bill pro- 
viding forit. And yet these same Whigs inserted 
a provision in the bill providing for raising revenue 
to carry on the Government, repealing the restric- 
tion in the distribution law, with the view, as he 
believed, of placing Mr. Tyler in the situation in 
which he must stand by and see the wheels of 
Government stopped, or perjure himself by sign- 
ing a bill which he highly disapproved. In either 
event, they expected to bring him into disrepute 
with the country; and, by forcing him to a con- 
stant, almost daily resort to the veto, to bring that 
creat popular and conservative feature of the Con- 
stitution, which had saved it so often from viola- 
tion, into disrepute also. 
Mr. GENTRY asked the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia if he intended to convey the idea that Mr. 
Tyler held distribution to be unconstitutional ? 
Mr. BAYLY said he had asserted no such thing. 
Mr. GENTRY thought the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia was wrong as to an historical fact; for cer- 
tainly there was no man more deeply committed to 
the policy of distribution of the proceeds of the 
public lands than Mr. Tyler. If he had any con- 
stitutional difficulties, they arose very suddenly, 
and but a short time before his veto. 
Mr. BAYLY said it so happened that he could 
| speak with some confidence of the position of Mr. 
Tyler on the distribution question. In the winter 
of 1839, he had the honor of serving in the Legis- 
lature of Virginia with Mr. Tyler; and during that 
session a proposition was offered in favor of dis- 
tributing the proceeds of the sales of the publie 
lands, which it fell to his lot to oppose, and Mr. 
Tyler’s to defend. He (Mr. B.) maintained, on 
the occasion referred to, that the customs, as reg- 
ulated by the compromise bill, would not be suffi- 
cient, without the proceeds of the lands, for the 
wants of the Government; and thatif those proceeds 
were distributed, a disturbance of the compromise 
would become inevitable. Mr. Tyler, on the other 
side, contended that the revenue arising from the 
customs would be sufficient, without the land fund, 
for the wants of the Government, economically 
administered: and he insisted the question was, 
whether that fund should be distributed among the 
States, or remain, at best, idle in the treasury, or 
more probably become a fund for corruption. 
Mr. B. was confident that the compromise bill 
would not yield a surplus, even in conjunction 
with the proceeds from the public lands, much less 
without them; and he was equally confident that 
the people of Virginia would never consent to dis- 
tribution unless it did; and with the view of ren- 
dering the resolutions a nullity, he moved that the 
tariff compromise should be held ‘* sacred and in- 
violable.’’ Mr. Tyler not only assented to this 
proposition, but voted for it; and with him a large 
majority of the Whig members, among whom 
were many who afterwards not only justified and 
defended the perfidious abandonment of that com- 
promise, and supported the odious tariff of 1842, 
but denounced Mr. Tyler, who would not show 
equal pliancy, and surrender at the bidding of a 
| party his well-considered opinions and his pledges 
| to the country. 
Mr. Tyler was not committed upon this subject 
in this mode alone. The party which elevated 
him to power in 1840 declared themselves every- 
where to be opposed to disturbing the tariff com- 
promise, and to the charter of a national bank. By 
| these professions they gained the confidence of the 

people. But they were no sooner installed into 
| office, than, in despite of their professions, they 
passed a high protective tariff, and attempted to 
fasten upon the country a national bank; and de- 
|| nounced Mr. Tyler because he would not become 

as false to his pledges as they had become them- 

selves, and exhibited a rage which was as irra- 
| tional as their expectation that he should betray 
his pledges was unprincipled. Finding that the 
power they had obtained by holding out profes- 
sions to the people which they meant to violate 
had availed them nothing, in 1844 they came ont 
| with a fair declaration of their principles, and, with 
all the high qualities and popularity of their leader, 
\| they were defeated, and now, despairing of gain- 
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ing the confidence of the people if they make a fair 
disclosure of their principles, they are attemptng 
to enact over again the scenes of 1540. 

Mr. B. said he would return from this digres- 
sion into which the interruption of the gentleman 
from Tennessee [Mr. Gentry] had led him, to the 

oint he was discussing at the time it was made. 

Mr. VINTON requested that a secuon of the 
civil and diplomatic appropriation bill for 1835 
should be read; and it was read by the Clerk ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr. BAYLY said he did not see that the pro- 
vision which had been read affected the question | 
atall. That was a provision to satisfy a demand 
which was created by existing law; but he should 
come to that question hereafter. He was now | 
attempting to show that the effort to attach such 
items to such a bill was not without precedent, 
but that it was in perfect keeping with the factious 
policy heretofore pursued by the Whig party. 

Some conversation ensued between Mr. BAYLY, 
Mr. CLINGMAN, and Mr. GENTRY, on the 
subject of Mr. Tyler’s vetoes. 

Mr. GENTRY said that Mr. Bayty had not 
vet answered his question. The gentleman from 
Virginia had said that Mr. Tyler was placed in a 
position in which he was compelled either to veto 
the bills which were sent to him, or perjure him- 
self. Now, if he did not believe distribution un- 
constitutional, how would he perjure himself by 
signing a bill providing for it? 

Mr. BAYLY said he would answer the gentle- 
man with great pleasure; and although it would 
divert him from the line of his argument, yet the 
point involved in the interrogatory was an import- 
ant one, and he thanked the gentleman for giving 
him an opportunity to answer it. 

In the first place, the House would recollect, 
that in speaking of the alternative which was pre- 
sented to Mr. T'yler, of vetoing several bills or of 
violating his pledg s to the people and his own oath, 
he had referred to the bank bill, and others besides 
the one concerning the distribution of the land 
fund. But he waived that. He took the gentle- 
man at his word; and he asserted thatif Mr. Tyler, 
with his well-considered and deliberately-formed 
opinion of the impolicy of distribution, under the 
circumstances in which it was attempted, had 
signed the bill providing for it, he would have per- 
jured himself. Sir, the Constitution is not as gen- 
tlemen read it. Mr. Tyler construed it, in respect 
to the veto, in the spirit in which it was made, and 
in which Washington administered it; and not in 
the spirit which partisans of the present day would 
construe it. Yes,sir,in the spirit in which Wash- | 
ington administered it; with whom men of yes- | 
terday are impiously compared, for mere party 
effect. 

‘The oath which is prescribed by the Constitu- 
tion for the President 1s in these words: 

“IT do solemnly swear that [ will faithfully execute the 
office of President of the United States, and will, to the best 
of my ability, preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution 
of the United States.”’ 

This is the oath he takes in entering upon the 
discharge of the duties of his office. Itis not only 
‘that he will preserve, protect, and defend the 
Constitution of the United States,’’ but ** that he 
will faithfully execute the office of President of the 
United States.”” What, sir, are the most import- 
ant duties of that office? ‘They are thus defined 
by the Constitution itself: 

“ He [the President) shall, from time to time, give to Con- | 
gress intormation of the state of the Union, and recommend 
to theie consideration such measures as le shall judge neces- 
sary and expedient.’ 

Again: 


* Every bill which shall have passed the House of Repre- 
sentatives and the Senate shall, before it become a law, be 
presented to the President of the United States. If he ap- 
prove, he shall sign it; butift not, he shall return it, with his 
objections, to that House in which it shall have originated, 
who shall enter the objections at large on their journal, and 
proceed to reconsiderit. [fatter such reconsideration, two- 
thirds of that Honse shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be 
sent, together with the objections, to the other House, by 
which it shall likewi e be reconsidered; aud if approved by 
two-thirds of that House, it shall become a law. | 

« Every order, resolution, or vote, to which the concur- | 
rence of the Senate and House of Representatives may be 
necessary, (except on a question of adjourumeut,) shall be 
presented to the President of the United States, and before 
the same shall take eflect, shall be approved by him, or, if 
disappr »ved by him, shall be repassed by two-thirds of the 
Senate and House of Representatives, according to the rules 
and limitations prescribed in the case of a bill.”’ 


This is the language of the Constitution. The 
President, in advance of legislation, is commanded, | 


for the language is imperative—to “‘ recommend 
to the consideration of Congress,’’ not once for 
all, but constantly, *¢ from ume to time,’’ such 
measures as he shall judge not only necessary, but 
such even as he shall regard as expedient; and 
after Congress has acted, the Constitution declares 
not only that such solemn acts as bills, but even 
‘‘ every order, resolution, or vote,’’ (except on ques- 
tions of adjournment,) shall be presented to the 
President; and ‘if he approve, he shall sign it; 
butif he disapprove, he shall return it, with his 
objections, to that House in which it shall have 
originated.’’ In what sense is he to approve it? If 
there was doubt about this, the language of the 
Constitution itself in the same clause, in another 
connection, would relieve it. He is to approve it 
in the same sense in which a member of either 
House signifies his approval in voting for a bill, 
order, or resolution. The section under consid- 
eration declares that when either is returned by 
the President, it shall be reconsidered; and ‘* if 
approved” by the two-thirds of both Houses, it 
shall become a law, the President’s objections to 
the contrary notwithstanding. The language of 
the oath is equally explicit; and if the President 
signs a bill which he regards as highly inexpe- 
dient, he perjures himself just as certainly as if he 
signed one which he considered unconstitutional. 
And the mischief done in the first case is much 


greater, and the crime he would commitas heinous | 


as in the second. In the last case, the judiciary 
might annul the law, and thus afford relief; in the 
first, the only recourse would be a repeal, which 
might not be effected—and in most cases would 
not be effected—until all the mischief had been 
done. 

The very formula which has been always used 
by the Presidents, in affixing their signatures to 
laws, is in accordance with this construction. The 
word used is ‘‘approved.’”’? And the very message 
in which the President announces, through his sec- 
retary, that he has signed a bill, is in accordance 
with it also. 
formly is: ** The President has approved and signed 
a bill,’? &c. Howcan he send such a message as 
that, or make such an appendage to his signature 
as is always used, if he has signed without ap- 
proving? Mr. B. did not mean to maintain, ina 


The language of that message uni- | 


case where the reasons were fairly balanced for | 
and against a measure, the President, in a case of | 


expediency, should exert his veto merely because 
his mind inclined against it. But in a case where 


his mind is free from a rational doubt, he is as | 


much bound to interpose to prevent the passage of 
a highly inexpedient as an unconstitutional law. 
And, Mr. Speaker, the reason for these provis- 
ions of the Constitution is as obvious as the lan- 
guage is plain. The design of the Constitution, 
in all of its provisions, is to protect the people 
against the Government—to protect the governed 
from aggression on the part of their agents; and 
every safeguard is therefore interpgsed against mis- 
representation. ‘The President of the United States 
represents the whole people much more nearly than 


Congress. It might very well happen that the two | 


Houses of Congress—and, under the system of 
gerrymandering for this House, and the inequality 
of the size of the States represented in the other, 
it often does happen—that a majority of Congress 
will represent a minority of the people. But it is 
almost impossible that the President shall. And 
hence, before any bill can becomea law, it is required 
that he shall approve it. 


And suppose he should | 


not: what mischief is done? Het vereby imposes | 


no measure upon the people. 
arrest action—to leave things as they were—as the 
people had placed them. The veto enacts nothing. 
It does nothing affirmative. It only arrests action 
The only power it confers upon the President, wha 
so nearly represents the whole people, is to grant 
an appeal from the representatives of the people to 


All he does is to | 


the people themselves—an appeal which must, at 


furthest, be tried in a very short time. The term 
of the Presidency is but four years; and few laws 


are ever passed which invoke the Executive nega- | 


tive early in his term. And until the appeal is 
tried, things only remain as they were; and he 
was not prepared to admit that our condition and 
laws at any time are so defective that much mis- 
chief would be done in leaving them unchanged. 


In practice, there was no danger that the Presi- | 
dent would capriciously and tyrannically exert the | 


veto power. 


He had no inducements to do it. It | 
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himself into collision with the two Houses of ( 
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. On. 
cress; and experience had shown, that he would 


not do it except in cases where the popular wi! 
had been clearly violated. This is shown by the 
fact that there was no instance in which a veto le 
not been sustained by the people. This is the yjew 
which Mr. Tyler took of the Constitution; and M 
B. begged leave to add, the view which the early 
Presidents took of it; and among them, the Father 
of his Country. Washington, early in his admin. 
istration, resorted to the veto. Before he disap- 
proved and prevented the passage of the apportion. 
ment bill, he took the opinion of his cabine: 
composed of the ablest men of that day. Mr, Jef. 
ferson, in his opinion, said: 

“Viewing the bill either as a violation of the Constitution 
or as giving an inconvenient exposition to its words, is jt, 
case wherein the President ought to interpose his nezutive) 
If think it is. The non user of his negative power beving 
already to excite a belief that no President wil! ever ventur. to 
use it ; and consequently hus hezotten a desire to ruise up bar- 
riers in the State Legislatures against Congress, throwing off 
the control of the Constitution.” " 

This was in reference to the first bill which 
Washington vetoed. The second was a bill for 
reducing the army. The reasons which he as- 
signed were purely reasons of expediency. They 
were, that it would be inconvenient to throw out 
of service, at that time, two companies of light 
dragoons, This bill had been passed by a large 
majority; and it is a singular circumstance, it 
was presented to him for his approval on his birth- 
day, and after his veto it came near commanding 
a vote of two-thirds.* 

Now, Mr. B. would say, if there was a conceiy- 


Ww 
r. 





*The following are the proceedings referred to by Mr. 
BaYLy: 


From the reprinted Journal of the House of Representatives 
of the United Stutes, 2d volume, pages 726 and 728. 
House or Reeresentatives, February 28, 1797. 

A message was received from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Craik, his secretary, who, by command of 
the President, returned to the House the bill passed by the 
two Houses, entitled “An act to alter and amend an act en- 
titled ‘An act to ascertain and fix the military establishment 
of the United States,’?’ and presented to the President, tor 
his approbation, on Wednesday, the 22d day of this month; 
to which bill the President having made objections, the same 


| were also delivered in by the said secretary, who then with- 


drew. 

The said objections were read, and ordered to be entered 
at large on the Journal, as follow: 

‘‘Unirep Srates, February 28, 1797. 
‘Gentlemen of the House of Representatives : 

* Having maturely considered the bill to alter and amend 
an act entitled “An act to ascertain and fix the military es- 
tablishment of the United States,’? which was presented to 
me on the 22d day of this month, I now return it to the 
House of Representatives, in which it originated, with my 
objections. 

‘First. If the bill passes into a law, the two companies of 
light dragoons will be, from that moment, leguily out ot ser- 
vice, though they will afterwards continue actually in service; 
and for their services during this interval—namely, from the 
time of legal to the time of actual discharge—it will not be 
lawful to pay them, unless some future provision be wade 
by law. Though they may be discharged at the pleasure ot 
Congress, in justice they ought to receive their pay, not only 
to the time of passing the law, but, at least, to the tune of 
their actual discharge. : 

“ Secondly. It will be inconvenient and injurious to the 

ublic to dismiss the light dragoons as soon as notice of the 

aw can be conveyed to them, one of the companies having 


| been lately destined to a necessary and important service. 


“‘ Thirdly. The companies of light dragoons consist of one 
hundred and twenty-six non-commissioned officers and pr- 
vates, who are bound to serve as dismounted dragoons when 
ordered so to do. They have received, in bounties, about 
two thousand dollars; one of them is completely equipped, 
and above half of the non-commissioned officers and privates 
have yet to serve more than one-third of the time of their 
enlistment; and, besides, there will, in the course of the 
year, be a considerable deficiency in the complement ot 
infantry intended to be continued. Under these circum- 
stances, to discharge the dragoons does not seem to comport 
with economy. : 

“ Fourthly. It is generally agreed that some cavalry, either 
militia or regular, will be necessary; and, according to the 
best informati n I have been able to obtain, it is my opimion 
that the latter Will be less expensive and more useful than 
the former in preserving peace between the frontier settlers 
and the Indians; and, therefore, a part of the military estab- 

5 sis ry. 
lishment should consist of caval ny WASHINGTON.” 

House or Representatives, Wednesday, March 1, 1797. 

The House, according to the order of the day, proceeded 
to reconsider the bill passed by the two Houses of Congress, 
entitled “An act to alter and amend an act entitled ‘ awe 
to ascertain and fix the military establishment of the Unite 
States,’ which was presented for approbation on Ww oer 
day, the twenty-second of Soper: and returned by tie 

resident yesterday, with objections. ; 

. The a bill was read at the Clerk’s table, and is as fol- 
loweth, &c., &c. 

The President's objections were also read ; and, af ter de- 
bate on the subject-matter of the said bill, the qustee, 
“That the House, on reconsideration, do agree to pass_' 
bill? was determined in the mode prescribed by the Con- 


was not a pleasant thing for the President to bring |, stitution of the United States—yeas $5, nays 36. 
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able case where a President ought not to withhold | mation of his intentions, with the view of influen- 
pis signature from a bill which he disapproved, it | cing the vote of members of Congress, yet, in his 
~ is a Dill providing for the reduction of the army. public acts, in his veto messages, he had given the 
Tne power to declare war and to raise and support most positive and unequivocal intimauons that 
armies 1S vested in Congress. The army 1s an arm such an appropriation as this could never meet his 
of the war power; and that being in Congress, the | approval. 

President ought greatly to defer to their will in Sut the gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
every matter connected with it. , And considering | Hupson| argues that this appropriation does not 
that he is the commander-in-chief, he ought to be stand on the same footing as ordinary appropria- 
very circumspect in interposing to prevent the re- | tions for purposes of internal improvement, inas- 
duction of a torce of which he is the head. Yet, much as the obstructions in the Savannah river 
in such a case as that, even Washington exercised || were placed there by the Government in the revo- 
the veto upon grounds of mere expediency. With || lutionary war. The gentleman is mistaken. They 
what propriety, then, can those who propose to | were not placed there by the order of the Govern- 
surrender the veto power, and abdicate, in advance, | ment; on the contrary, they were placed there 
the most important and responsible duties of the | (if he was not misinformed) by the authorities of 
Presidency as a means of reaching it, claim to fol- || Savannah, for the protection of that town. But 
low in the footsteps of him who was ** first in war, | this is immaterial. At any rate, they were placed 
frst in peace, and first in the hearts of his coun- | there before the Constitution of the United States 
trymen?’’ Sir, it is impious to compare any man | was adopted; and our powers are derived from that 
of this day with him who has no parallel in any | instrument, and not from extraneous circumstances 
man of any day. existing before it was formed. 

Mr. B. did not regret that the opportunity had So far from this improvement having stronger 
been afforded him, as unexpected as it was, to ex- | claims upon us than any other, the reverse is the 
press his views upon this question, notwithstand- case. The State of Georgia has applied long ago | 
ing he had not been able to present them fully, or | to this Government for permission to levy tonnage 
to do them justice. This salutary, popular, con- || duties to remove these very obstructions. The per- 
servative feature of the Constitution 1s in great mission has been granted. He was informed that 
danger. ‘There is an effort now made to strike it || the duties had been levied and collected. They 
virtually from the Constitution. It is not made in || must have come out of all persons trading up that 
the only legitimate way, by a proposition to amend |) river; among whom would be comprised many citi- 
the Constitution, but by the election of a President || zens of other States. Under these circumstances, 
pledged in advance to abandon its exercise. In || with what propriety could Georgia come here and 
this form it is more dangerous, because it is the || ask an appropriation to effect the same object out 
only one in which it can possibly succeed. It has || of the public treasury? She had resorted to the 
been tried in the other, the proper and ingenuous || true constitutional course, and let her adhere to it. 
mode, but it signally failed. Shortly after the He then commented on the remarks of the chair- 
Whig party had been bafiled in all their cherished || man of the committee of Ways and Means, and 
schemes, and the will of tne people protected from || expressed his astonishment that a gentleman of 
outrage by the use of this veto power in the hands || his age and experience should come here and say 
ofa firm man, Mr. Clay proposed a modification || he presumed the President had already money 
of it. But with all his influence with his party, || enough to carry on the Government, and therefore 
nota single State responded favorably, and he who || that his friends in this House withheld their votes 
had proposed it, was rejected by the people. And || from this bill. Why, so faras mere funds go, the 
now the same party are attempting to effect, by in- || Government would have more without this bill 
direction, what they so signally failed to effect ina || than with it; for it does not propose to put money 


legitimate mode. It will be for the people to say || into the treasury, but to take it out. But the cred- || 
itors of the Government had a right to these funds. | 


whether they shall succeed. 
He would now return from this digression to the 
pointhe was arguing when he was interrupted. He 


They could not, however, be paid, until this bill 
was passed, for not a dollar could be paid without 
was attempting to show that this appropriation for || an appropriation by law; and that appropriation, 
clearing out the Savannah river was inserted in || to which there was no objection on this side of the 
the bill for the purpose of provoking a veto, and || House, gentlemen opposite were determined should 
that it was in perfect keeping with similar efforts || not be made unless appropriations were included 
resorted to by the Whig party when they were in || which would inevitably bring down the Executive 
a majority in this House in 1842. veto. 

The first reason for this opinion had already Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, rose to a question 
been assigned. The appropriation does not belong || of privilege. The gentleman from Virginia had 
in this bill. Its proper place is in the harbor bill || no right to refer to the opinion of the President of 
—where, indeed, it already is; and there it ought || the United States to influence the action of mem- 
to remain, and fare the same fate of all similar ap- || bers of this House. 
propriations. ‘The House has expressed itsopin- || Mr. BAYLY said the gentleman from Mary- 
ion upon this point. A bill fromthe Senate is now || land should have raised his question of privilege 
on your calenuar, providing for this improvement. || at an earlier period; for no reference had been made 
When it came from the Senate, what was done || to Executive opinions on this side of the House, 
with it? Was it committed to the Committee of || until they had been alluded to by gentlemen on the 
Way and Means, to which belongs the civil and || other side. 
diplomatic bill? No, sir; but it was referred to Mr. EVANS denied that the first allusion to the 
the Committee on Commerce by a vote of this || Executive opinions had come from his side of the 
House; and it was thus decided by this body that || House. 
its proper place was the river and harbor bill, which Mr. BAYLY said he believed the first gentleman 
that committee has in charge. Again: In the Com- 
mittee of the Whole it was rejected by a large ma-'|| Massachusetts, [Mr. Hupson.] 
jority. Why, then, was it voted in by a party Mr. EVANS said the gentleman from Virginia 
Votein the House? Theremarks of the gentleman || was entirely mistaken. In the expectation that 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Hupson] explains the || such allusions would be made, he had sat with his 
reason. In the mean ume, it had become generally || finger on the rules, which was well known to the 
rumored about, that if it remained in the bili, the || Speaker, and he was enabled to say that the first 





President would veto it. Here was an — reference to the Executive opinions came from the. 


for a party movement, not to be lost. ‘Thousands || other side of the House. It came from the gentle- 

of persons are interested in the passage of this bill, || man from Kentucky, [Mr. Crarke.] 

in every part of the country—indeed, every person || Mr. GENTRY said it mattered not whence it 

connected with the civil departments of the Gov- || came. It was wrong. 

ernment; and it was thought if a veto could be Mr. EVANS said, in raising the question of 

provoked, a great clamor would be the conse- privilege, he did it not with any unfairness to the 
| 








quence. gentleman from Virginia. He could not bring him- 
The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Hup- || self to be guilty of doing so. But he had raised 
son} had asked Mr. B.’s colleague [Mr. Meape] |! the question because it was a clear violation of a 
ifthe President had given any intimation that he || rule of the House, which was designed for the pro- 
would veto this bill if it contained the appropria- || tection of freedom of debate. 
‘ton for the Savannah river. It was such a ques- Mr. BAYLY said, if gentlemen opposite were ter- 
lion as it was impossible to give a general negative || rified by such allusions, he promised that he would 
to. But this he would say, that although he was 
quite sure the President had given no private inti- ‘|! own admission, others had made these allusions 


who made such allusion was the gentleman from 


not repeat them. According to the gentleman’s || 


before he had; and yet, although the gentleman 
had sat with his finger on the rules, in expectation 
of such allusions, he had not called them to order. 
No one would suspect him of such a want of tact 
as to refer to the opinions of the President with 
the view of influencing favorably the action of 
members on that side of the House. He knew the 
temper of that side well enough to know that such 
a reference would have produced the contrary effect. 
No such reference was necessary, as far as this 
side was concerned; for we have already voted 
against the appropriation. The change has been 
on that side, not this. 

The honorable chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means [Mr. Vinton] had made other 
remarks at which he was equally surprised. Be- 
sides voting for this proposition, he had also ex- 
pressed his regret that appropriations had not been 
made for the improvement of the Mississippi and 
Ohio rivers. It would be recollected that, early in 
this session, the gentleman asserted that neither 
himself nor the party to which he belonged, had 
ever advocated incurring debt for the purpose of 
internal improvements. All that they had ever 
wished was, to appropriate any available surplus 
which might remain undisposed of in the treasury. 
He would ask the gentleman if there was any 
such surplus in the treasury now? If these appro- 
priations are made, must not debt be contracted 
to meet them? He (Mr. B.) had undertaken to 
controvert, by facts and arguments, the assertion 
of the gentleman at the time it was made; but he 
had not anticipated that the gentleman himself 
would so soon have confirmed all he had then 
said. 

He (Mr. B.) then proceeded to comment on the 
vote of the Speaker yesterday morning, on the 
discovery of an error in the record of the proceed- 
ings of the preceding day. He knew the Speaker 
had many privileges; but he should like to know 
by what privilege the Speaker could vote a day 
after any other member of this House? No mem- 
ber of this House enjoyed a privilege of voting on 
a succeeding day. Now, suppose he (Mr. B.) 
had not been present on that day: could he come 
in on the succeeding day and have his vote record- 
ed? To puta still stronger case: Suppose he had 
been in his seat, and had not voted; could he vote 
the next day after the Journal was read ? 

The SPEAKER explained that the course which 
was pursued was justified by many precedents. 

Mr. BAYLY said he did not charge the Speaker 
with any intentional usurpation. 

Mr. BURT explained, that since he had been a 
member of this House, the same state of circum- 
stances had occurred when the Speaker was a 


' member of the Democratic party, and the same 


course was pursued. It was done by Mr. John 
W. Davis, the last Speaker of this House. 

Mr. BAYLY said he recollected no such in- 
stance; but if there was, it did not alter his views. 
He could not see why a Speaker should vote the 
next day, any more than the other members of the 
House. If the Speaker did not exercise his right 


| when the question was put, he should be presumed 


to have waived it, and he could not exercise it 
afterwards. He then continued at some length to 


| comment on the passage of the bill with the clause 
| which was so objectionable to many, and said he 


could not but view it as an attempt to provoke an 
Executive veto; and he appealed to gentlemen if 
they were likely to gain anything in & party point 
of view which would at all compensate for the loss 

of dignity and propriety of conduct which they 
would inevitably incur. 

Mr. STEPHENS said the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia (Mr. Barty] and some other gentlemen com- 
plained that this item for the removal of obstructions 
in the Savannah river had been put in this bill pur- 
posely to procure an Executive veto. Now, as 
one who advocated this appropriation, not only at 
this session, but at every session since he had been 
a member of this House, he could say that he had 
never heard such an intimation until this morn- 
ing. He did not dream that any individual could 

_ possibly expect the President would veto this ap- 
ropriation. He had always understood that his 
emocratic colleague had uniformly voted for this 

appropriation, except at this session, and that it was 
supported because it stood on ground different from 
other appropriations for the improvement of har- 
bors. He believed he was right in saying that his 
Democratic colleague had heretofore voted for it; 
‘but he had voted against the bills containing the 
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appropriation because other matters different from 
this were putin them; and for his colleague, who 
was a member of the Committee of Ways and 
Means,|Mr. Toomes,} who had this item putin the 
bill, not for a veto but to get the money, he would 
state that he agreed in some points with the gentle- 
man from Virginia in opposing a general system 
of internal improvements, but not on constitutional 
grounds. ‘That colleague happened to be absent 
to-day, or he (Mr. 8.) knew he would answer for 
himself, and state most explicitly that his object 
was not to provoke a veto by putting this item in 
the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill; but it 
was to disconnect this case from other harbor im- 
provements which stood upon entirely different 
grounds. He knew this was the object of his col- 
league, and that this was the history or the true 
reason for this apppropriation in this bill. 

Mr. McCLELLAND inquired if the gentle- 
man's colleague was not in favor of separating this 
item from this bill, that the merits of every such 
item should be discussed by itself? 

Mr. STEPHENS said it was not necessary that 
he should go into a detail of the views of his col- 
league on the subject of internal improvements, as 
probably before the adjournment his colleague 
would speak for himself. But he was satisfied 
that his colleague had no doubt of the constitution- 
ality of improving harbors for the benefit of the 
people of this Union. If they could not legislate 
upon this subject, what sort of a Government had 
they? He repeated that he knew his colleague 
was Opposed to a large, unlimited, and extrava- 
gant system of internal improvements, as he was 
hiniself, but that he had always disconnected this 
case from others, 

And now, what was the argument of the gentle- 
man from Virginia? He said this did not differ 
from other cases, because these obstructions were 
put into this river by the Government before the 
adoption of the Federal Constituuion. This was 
the ground on which the gentleman made this case 
analogous to all others, and wished to get rid of 
the obligation resting on them to make the re- 
moval. Now he (Mr. 8.) intended to show that 
twas but a quibble to say that these obstructions 
were put there before the adoption of the pres- 
ent Constituuon, and that therefore this appro- 
priation for their removal was unconstituuonal. 
lle supposed from this argument that if this Gov- 
erumentshould putin such obstructions, this Gov- 
ernment could take them out; though he did not 
know but that it might be contended that if this 
Government should now, in time of war, put in 
such obstructions, it could not again remove them. 
Was he to argue such a question as that?) He ap- 
pealed to the gentleman trom Virginia, and asked 
it he entertained such constitutional opinions as 
that this Government could block up the mouth of 
ariver for the national defence, but that it could 
notafterwards remove such obstructions? No gen- 
tleman could entertain such opinions. ‘The gentle- 
man from Virginia, speaking of the President, said 
that he would not longer terrify this side by allu- 
ding to the Executive veto. Now,he had not known 
that side of the House ever quailed or became ter- 
rified at any threat of the Executive, nor had he 
heard on that side of the Hlouse until this morning 
that the President would veto this bill if this item 
was inserted; and yet, as the representative of 
American freemen, if by message of the Execu- 
live, or communication trom any of his minions, 
such a threat should be made, he (Mr. 8S.) would 
maintain his rights, and vote for it notwithstand- 
ing. No threat of the Executive would have any 
terror for that side of the House, and Mr. S. would 
fain hope that it would have no influence with the 
other side, During the revolutionary war these 
obstructions were put into this river in part by our 
officers and in part by the Britush, and he main- 
tained that it rested with the Government to remove 
them; and it rested not solely on construction, but 
on the plain terms of the Constitution; for by the 
Constitution the new Government assumed all the 
obligations of the old Confederation. But this 

assumption in effect would have been made by the 
change, even without the express provision. When 
the government of any people passed from one form 
to another, or from the hands of one to another, 
those who come last to the exercise of its powers 
take the government, cum onere. Suppose we had 
not adopted the Constitution, and that the States 
had remained as a Confederated Republic, would 
any gentleman doubt that it was the duty of the 
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_ would have rested upon the Confederation to make 
| the removal, did it not now devolve on the present 


| survey of the Dead Sea. 


GLOB 


Federal Government to remove the obstructions 
from that river? He could not argue such a ques- 
tion asthis. He believed the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia was a lawyer, and sometimes spoke from the 
book; and he asked him if, in such a case, the duty 


Government to discharge this old obligation? He 
was astonished, then, to hear gentlemen say it was 
unconstitutional, because those obstructions had 
been placed there before the adoption of the pres- 
ent Constitution. Sovereignty might be trans- 
ferred, but the incoming Government took with it 
all the trusts and responsibilities, rights and obli- 
gations of the old Government under the Confed- 
eracy. No principle in public law or the laws of 
nations was plainer or better settled. 

He wished to call the attention of the House 
and of the country to the fact that the civil and 
diplomatic bill for the support of the Government 
was rejected because it contained an item for the 
improvement of the Savannah river, when all the 
other items were called for by the Executive, and 
the Committee of Ways and Means. And what 
was that item? He here read the item appropria- | 
ting $50,000 for the removal of obstructions in the 
Savannah river, near Fort Pulaski and the naval 
anchorage, and said they were told by the other 
side of the House that if this item were retained 
in this bill it would be vetoed by the President. 
Although no gentleman had authority to say so, 
the gentleman from Virginia said he had no doubt 
of it. Now, was not this an extraordinary spec- 
tacle to present to the country, when the Chief 
Magistrate of this Union undertook to say to the 
Representatives of the People that the wheels of || 
Government should stop if they dared exercise 
one of their rights, and make an appropriation to 
remove obstructions from a river which the Gov- | 
ernment had put there itself? The gentleman from || 
Virginia told them he came to this conclusion from 
the general knowledge he had of the President’s | 
previous vetoes. Consequently, the wheels of the | 
Government must stop if they did that which was 
necessary to the naval marine of the country, as 
well as necessary for the promotion of the interests | 
of commerce. ‘The gentleman from Virginia said | 
the President could not allow his conscience to be || 
violated by approving a bill containing such an | 
item for one of our own rivers or one of our own || 
harbors, and yet the President could approve a 
j He did not speak au- 
thoritatively; but he asked the gentleman from | 
Virginia if it were not so, if the President had not 
approved of the survey of the harbors of that dis- || 
tant inland sea? 

Mr. BAYLY said he was able to speak some- 
what with authority on this subject, and he could 
say that the President has ordered no such thing. | 
Permission was asked by some of our naval officers | 
to make a scientific exploration on their own ac- 
count. It was done without any direction or con- 
trol whatever of the department; and permission 
was given them to do that which was often done 
when officers were on foreign stations: to make || 
short excursions for the examination of objects || 
which would tend to enlighten them and the 
world. 

Mr. STEPHENS, then, understood the gentle- 


| 

man from Virginia to say that they were not sent || 
i| 

| 


out, but that, on their application, permission was 
given them to survey the Dead Sea. 
Mr. BAYLY. Not to survey it; that would ™| 
depend upon the sense in which the gentleman 
used the word survey. The word survey might 
have different meanings. And Mr. B. said some- 

thing of the sense of the word in the stanza of 
“Tam monarch of all I survey,” 1} 


which was not distinctly heard. 

Mr. STEPHENS replied that the sense in which 
he used the word was to examine, explore, make 
observations, &c. But he did not know but that 
he was wrong; and that the gentleman had just 
given the sense in which the President used it. | 
He certainly was actuated by some such feelings | 
and views, when he cast his eyes over the Terri- || 
tories of New Mexico and California, and made a 
survey of them. All his acts then spoke one plain 
language: 

*“f am monarch of all | survey, i 
My right there is none to dispute ; 1] 


From the centre all round to the sea, lj 
I am lord of the fowl and the brute.”’ \| 
| 
it 


Perhaps it was with the same feeling he was | 


_ while he denies all right in Congress to do 
| bors, he could approve the expenditure 


| surveys, examinations, and explorations ¢ 
| lost cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. 


| ing our own. 






oe July 20. 


now making this survey of the Dead Sea. And 


any- 
nd har. 
of thon. 
sands of dollars out of the public treasure in makine 

. 5 
Alter the 


| ( Such was the 
conscience of our President. He could expend t 


public treasure in exploring other climes, but ¢ 
not allow Congress to spend one dollar in im} 


thing for the improvement of our rivers a 


he 
ould 
roy- 


Mr. BAYLY said something further in inter. 
ruption about jurisdiction, not heard, 

Mr. S. said he did not believe that Lieutenan: 
Colonel Frémont claimed the jurisdiction of the 
country when he made his exploring journey into 
California; nor did Captain Gillespie. “They were 
however, despatched there by authority, their ex. 
penses were paid out of our treasury, and they 
soon created a revolution, and presented the gin. 
gular spectacle of officers of this Goverment, in 
the pay of the Government, commencing war wit) 
and revolutionizing a neighboring country, with- 
out any authority of law save the will of the Pres. 
ident. But his question had been, Who bore the 
expenses of this expedition to the Dead Sea? Did 
they or did they not come out of the treasury? 
Did the officers concerned pay the expense out of 
their own pockets? Did they pay for the building 


of the peculiar sort of boats necessary for the ex. 


ploration, and which, as he had been informed, 
were built in this country? Were they not built 
and sent out at the public charge? Mr. S. did not 
know the fact, but he had been so informed. And 
was this the excuse, the palliation that the friends 
of the President offered for the tenderness of the 
conscience of the President, which would prevent 


| him from allowing us to appropriate a few thou- 
| sand dollars to remove obstructions in one of our 


own rivers which our Government had helped to 
put there for the national defence during the war 
of the Revolution? He could build boats for an 


| exploration of the Dead Sea, it seems, without au- 


thority of law, but his conscience was quite too 


| tender to allow of his permitting the people’s rep- 


resentatives to provide for the removal of obstruc- 
tions which were put in one of our own harhors 
by the officers of our Government, and by which, 
in part, they were enabled to achieve our inde- 
vendence! His tender conscience did not prevent 
Sis from claiming all the powers of a conquering 
monarch over foreign territory, nor from prosecu- 
ting explorations of distant seas in the East, at the 
expense of the people of the United States; but at 
home, here at our own doors, his conscience would 
not allow him to sanction the appropriation of a 


| dollar for the benefit of the commerce of our own 


people, or the safety of our own navy in coming 
to anchor in one of our own ports! 


Mr. BAYLY said he did not admit that the ex- 


| pense of this exploration of the Dead Sea had 
| come out of the treasury. 


Mr. STEPHENS said he understood that it had. 
He understood from the gentleman at the head of 
the Naval Committee (Mr. T. B. Kine] that the 


| boats provided for that expedition were paid for 
| out of the treasury; so he was informed; beyond 


that he could not go. But, even if the expenses 
of the boats did not come out of the treasury, the 
officers concerned in it were in the pay of the Gov- 
ernment, and were engaged in the enterprise by 
the permission of the President. 

Mr. BAYLY inquired how the chairman of the 
Naval Committee knew that such was the fact? 

Mr. T. BUTLER KING (chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs) said he knew nothing 
more than what he learned from common report. 
[Voices: **Oh! ah!’’] Gentlemen need not cry 


“oh” and “ah” quite so soon. [Laughter.] He 
| did know, from very high authority, that the out- 
' fit necessary to that exploration had been made at 


the expense of the Government. These officers 
must have taken out the requisite boats and nautl- 


| cal and astronomical instruments to complete the 


examination; and while so engaged, they were of 
course under pay as officers of the Government. 
The gentleman from Virginia did not certainly 
question this. pc fm 

Mr. BAYLY said he did greatly question it. 

Mr. KING observed, what he said was, that 
this service was performed by permission of the 
department. 

r. RHETT. Had not these gentlemen gone 

out on this expedition on their own account? 
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